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To the Honourable Houſe of 


COMM O NS, 


 Adlembled in PARLIAMENT. 


JD Here preſent you With one piece of the 
SS Counſels of God, next thoſe of his 
*& diſpoſing the cternall conditions of per- 
SW 075 of all other the greateſt,as which con- 
cerneth the temporall ſalvation oy deſtruction 
of Kingdomes and Nations which next to his Saints 
therein, are deareſt to God, as his patience towards 
them ſhews. A ſubje& Which had it been ſet out accor- 
ding to the merit of it, would of it ſelf have faln at 
your feet, Who are the Repreſentative Body of this 
Nation and Kingdom,and entitled it ſelfe to no other 
Dedication then to you. But Providence having 
bught it forth 1m the way of an ordinance of God, 
preaching, # your eares, (thouzh rudely ) and you 
avg beene pleaſed to owne it, it is become yours by 
forts of Intereſt. 

It 1s certaine, that God did not bring that laſt and 
fatall deſolation upon the Jews , untill all lates and 
aiks of men among#t them had conſpired againſt the 

'dand his Anointed, and his followers : nor did 

W212 SE HS he 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


be brig upon them that their firſt captivity, untill all 
ſorts had corrupted themſelves ,, the great men hal 
r.5. broken the yoke , the Prophets prophecyed 
_ fallly,thePrieſts did bear rule by their means, 
and the people loved to have it 1o: and then 4; 
the Prophet addes, What will you do in the end 
thereof > And yet therein God did not regard 
much what the People , as what their Rulers did. 
{ {aid, ( ſpeaking of Fry people ) Surely theſe 
ver-4; are poore , thele are fooliſh, 1 will ger me 
to the GREA T men, but T HESE have 
5. ArL TOGETHER broke the yoke, hl burlt Þ ; 
the bands. Our comfort therefore 1s, Wwe cannot be 
undone Without you, nor you Without failing in this, 
which is our GREATEST INTEREST. An Errour, 
which if this Kingdome ſhould after ſo much bleedin 
erre a ſecond time , 1s like ber eafter never to be men- 
ded. Your preſervation and guidance in this, is, 

above all other, the conſtant and daily prayer of 


Your moſt 


humble lervant, 


Tro: Goopwll 
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iy 07 ſuffered no man to «ve them wrong : yea, he veprovwed 
Ye Kines for their ſakes : 
Sing, Touch not mine anointed, —— 


HHc words I have read, and thoſe 
from the 10. verſe, as they hold 
vS forth the firſt rearing of the 
SA Church of the Jews in 4brabam 
9/ Sy and the Patriarchs , ſo,they arc in- 
> RR tended as the firſt Primitive In- 
VS ww qhRA ſtance and Originall patrerne of 
Gods care anu protection over his people in all A- 
gs; and likewiſe of his proccedings with all States 
nd Kinzdomes , according unto their dealings with 
lispeople, where ever caſt among them,to the cn of 
the world ; exemplified in what was done for their 
akes , and towards them and their Families. 
The Storic it ſelfe of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 
-Wiichtheſe wordsrefer to, and how God reproved 
wiYl B Abit- 


PNAS 


_—_—— 
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thiol ec GS: Ger ar, and Pharech King of Egipt 
nd oghet beiy ſakes, you may reade inthe 12,20, 


ans 2b. agg ot Geeran of commaids piyen 
- forth coficerng ther. 50 ave 3h279 no wrong, yes. notty 


eonch thems declaring allo of Abraham, that he was; 
| -y in [5 10t t9 DE InuUred ; Oucly Want in the 
SJ I is uttered cattercdly and in ievcrail Places, is 


by the Prophet David fvnimaiily put together,Towh 


,"/ wet 1/21ne ancinted, a1 doe my Prophets me harms. 


T here 15s a Controverſh v2un theſe words, Tech 
wot mine anoinied, that they ſhould be inrended princi- 
pally of Kizgs, and of thete Patriarchs, as under the 
nution of Kings, I fnall but cicat tina word, 

Whetherthefe Parriarchs were Kings or no, I will 
not now diſpute; Abraham 15 called s mighty Prince 
by the childicn of Heth, Gen.23 6. yctnbon cvcr here 
the holy Ghoſt ſpeaks of Avraham Iſaac,utud Ficob,as 
reprelenting the people of Iiracl ; and Nis cope 15 to 
{hcw Gocs caceand piotcftion of his p=onie by their 
ex2mpl=, whica 1s ciezre, i.by cl ihe current 
and ſtrean-e of the whole Plilme , all thizc goes bee 
fore, {1nd which followes after, is whol'y ro thew his 
care of rhe pcople ofIfrac! from ficft to la ft, Bur asfot 
Kings, or Gads care over them as {oci, wwe inay ſay as 
Pavul in a2. iher caſc,of that. Tribe ie 4 Ay Ghoſt ſpeaks me 
thing thotisin this Pſanothing 23 torCiing aomarchbi, 

(i5 he there {ayes nothIng 25 concerning the Prieſt haod,) | 

And 3. then the words ia the 12.ycric, which ſpeak | 
ofthe perſons cf theſe Patriarchs, wh:# they were but # | 
few men '3 namber,yeauery few,rotes not to Kings,hlt | 
unto theſe Patriarchs as luch, toi he {peaks of chel | 
*:holc tainilies, their wives, children and {ervants: 
Yea, theſe three Patriarchs, Abrechars, Iſaac, and hn 

, 
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oh, they WCerec all alive at once ; Iſage was ab i. k 
ears 01d, atore 4braham dycd, and Jacob 15. i 
= one ot theſe could have been Kirg 2t once, and 
yet you ſce he ſpeaks of them all complexcdly , and , 
25 Making a company together, v her. they were few...” 
and very few, he laid, Ti ouch not 1138 andin'cd, 4.\ 


> Ger VI— — ww ww 
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Yea 3+ Itis fo farre from being meant ot them ag- 
Kings, That it is exprefly {aid in the words of the 
Text, He reproved Kings for their ſakes , therein ſpeaks 
ing of them as of a !ort of pconic diſtinct trom 
Kings , and yet of a higher and dearer value with 
God, then thoſe Kings reproved for them. 

But it will be ſaid, thet it it ſhould nor be meant of 
them under the relation of Kings, yet however as of 
perſons extraordinary , and therefore this charge 
andinſtance cannot be drawne into a pattern of Gods 
care and protection over all Saints, and the peopl= of 
God, which is the ſcope which I have pur up-| 
on the words, 

l anſwer , that though. indeed their perſons were 
entraordinary, yet hcre they are withall ſet forth 
35 repreſenting the people of God , whom the 
were the farhers of, Ic1s cleare by the ejghth werſe, 
He hath remembred hu Covenant for wer, the word which 
Ie commanded to 4 thouſand generatiens : Toe pertor- 


£ nance of which Covenant, to confirme the truth of 
Ft, be exemplifics by the tory of Gods providence 
Jvvertheie, What therefore he {aith of theſe anvinted 
J ones ere, ir exrendeth to a thouſand generations tO 
J-ome: and as Abraham in other things was a Com- 
Jon perſon tn faith juſtifying be is made ſuch, Row, z. 


in fath 35 ſanitifying, Fam. 2. In being heire of the 
wid, Rom. 4.13. 10 is he herealſo: and 1ſasc and. 
B 2 | Facot 
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Facob with him in their anointing. = 

But you will yer ſay, It is true, they may be under. 
ftood as Common perſons, repreſenting indeed rhe 
Nation of the Jews ; but yet will what is here ſaid, 
be warrantably cxtended to the Beleevers of Jewe; 
and Gentiles under the New Teſtament to the end 
of the world ? 

I anſwer, Yes, For the Covenant that God 
made with Abraham, wasto be heire of the world, as 
well as herre of Canaan; fo Rem. 14.13. And accar- 
dingly in other things the Analogic holds for 
them with theſc here ; For as theſe, {o the Saints, 
| they are called Strangers and Pilgrims , (cattered and 
diſperſed inall Nations ; So Peter {peaks of them 
even as here he calls theſe firangers, wer. 12, when 
they were but few in number, and ſtrangers in they 
land, as the Saints in the world, To give parallel 
places of Scripture , to ſtrengthen this. In the 
Old Teſtament, In the forty fifc Palme , you 
have a Prophefic of the Church of the New Teſta- 
ment, under the type of Solomon, taking Pharoahs 
daughter, who was a Gentile, into his bed, as 
Chriſt, of whom he was the Type, one day ſhould 
doc the Gentiles : which Church is made that great. 
mother that ſhall have ſuch multitudes of children, ? 
Gal, 4. Now of thoſe children, of the Church of the | 
New Teſtament as the Mother, and of Chrift as the | 
Father, the 16. verſe of that Pſalme thus ſpeaks, * 
Inſtead of Tyy FatHzns ſhall be Thy CyirtDaany 
whom thou may ſt make Princes in all the earth, The mea- 
ning whereof is this, that in the ſtead of rheſe grett | 
Patriarchs, and other the Fathers of the Jews, ({p0- | 
ken of in the Text) ſhall ſucceed others, the childres 


before the Commons Honſeof Paritament. 


Ot the New Teſtament, cvcn all the: Saints, as Suc- 
ccſſors of them ; and as they were as Princes in all 


Plalme calls them anointed, and lo tpeaks alſo inthe 
language of the Text, when under that notion he 
commands not to touch them z That verſe ſpeaking of 
d Chriſt, ſaich, Hes Axo1nrt tp with the oyle of glad. 


15 neſſe above hs Fexiiowss : namely, theſe his fel- 

[- lowes and children, {poken of ver. 16, you have at 
Ir once, as the great 4noznted one, Chrilt, fo all his chil- 

$, dren called anointed ones allo: and as they are his 

df} fellowes, fo anoined roo. Thus you have all meet: 

\: | Abrahamand the Fathers, the anointed ones of the 
N Old Teſtament, Chriſt and his Saints the anointed 

Y ones in the New,in their ſtead ; and both Princes and 

el Strangers inall Lands, and ſo of the one as well as 

ne } the other this charge is here intended, Towch not mine 
ou | axointed,cc. And tothis accords the Janguage of the 

a- | New Teſtament, the whole myſticall body is called 
hs 4 Chriſt, 1 Cor. 12. 12. and Belcevers his fellows arc 

as | faidto havereceived ananointing, 2 C6!.1.21. 1 Fohn 
ld} 2,27. yea and clſewherethe reaſon of this their pre- 

eat } ſervation, and Gods prote@ion over them, is pur 

n, ] uponthis very anointing, The burthen ſhall be taken off 
he } thy ſhoulder, (ſpeaking of the oppreſſion of Gods peo- 

he plc) azd the yoke ſhall be deſtreyed Br causs Os The 

ks, AnvintINnG. | 

Ny Having thus explained the words, 1 come to tnolic 
ea- } Obſervations which I ſhall make our of them, and 
et F infiſt on at this time. I reſolve the words into theſe 


three parts. | 
1, Here is the neerene(ſe and the dearneſſe of the Saints 
B 3 wnte 


Lands they came into, here, ſo ſhill thy children bev, - 
ſayes the Pſalmiſt there, And the 7. verſe of thar - 


—_ 


E (iy 10. 
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#pto Goa; They are dearer to him then Kings and 
States, {imply confilcred , that is, otherwiſe then 
as they intheir perſons are ailo Saints, for you lee 
chat for thicir ſakes he reproved Kings, and {o thew- 
eth that he preferreth them ro Kings, 

2. Herc is the great danger to Kings an1 States, tu 
azale with his Saints otherwiſe then well, Which appen- 
retn many wayes : For he doth not oncely in were 
cive a charge not to #ewch them, but he currves it in 
a high way, (for ſo God may doe wien he pleads 
their cauſc) Touch ther not : 25 it he had laid, Let me 
ſee if youdare ſo much as touch them : and it is with 
48 intimation of the higheſt threatning it theyſhould, 
upon your perill, if you doe, forthart 15 the {cope of 
fuch a ſpecch : and accordingly in deeds he mad- 
this good, forthe Tcxt faith, He ſuffered no man to doe 
themwrougz ; Notthat he did altogether prevent all 
wrong and injurics , for they received many as they 
went through thoſe lands , but at no time cid he put 
it up at their hands, or let it goe unpuniſnt : in 
that {cnſe he ſuffered them not. You know how he 
plagued Pharaoh Kine of Eeypt with great plagues,and 
all his houſhold, tor Abrahams wives fake, Gn. 12. 
And io Abimelech Kine of Gerar , the Lord commeth 
upon him with a grearnes, and his firſt word is in Ges, 
20.3. Behold, thow art but a dead may , atore he had fir? 
told him why or whercfore ; though then he addes 
the reaſon; he brings him upon his knees, wer, 4. bids 
him look toir, that he give ſatisfaction ro Abraham, 
and reſtore his wite to him againe, ver,7.and well he 
ſcap'd ſo; and tels him alſo that he muſt be behot- * 
den to Abrahams prayers for his lite; He i 4 Pro: 
phet , ſaith he , and he ſha!! pray for thee, ana thou ſhalt 
live_. | The 
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The third 1s the care and proteftion which God 
had over them, ſer out and amplified 1, by the num- 
ber anc condition of the perſons whom he defended : 
-hough few , men of awmber, that is ſoone reckoned, 
for cher power and ftreagth, a few, or very ſmall, 
& v0 lothe Septuagint in te parallel place, 2 Chrs. 
16.19. ASalfo 2, by what he did for them , He ſ»ffe- 
ref ns m4n how great foever 58 doe them any wrong, how 
{raul loevers nor rvimout recompence ant iaustact- 
a not tO 2oe #8, though they had a mind to it,taough 
the people had an if eyeat them, Ger. 26. 11, God 
cauſerh Abimelechto make a Law on purpoſe, Abime- 
lech charged all his people in Iſaacs behalt, and of his fa- 

ily, (yhichT mention, becauſe ir gives light tothe 
Text) and ſpeaks inthe very words of the Text, He 
tht Toucuzrn 14 man or hs wife, ſhall be put to 
death : although they envied him, wer.1 4. ſtrived with 
' bim, ver. 29. hated him, ver.27. 

L ſhal paſſe over the ſctt h2ndling tae firſt of thele, 
namely,7 he neerneſſe and dearne([c of the Saints t8 God, it 
willattcr come in well enough, under the ſ{ccond , 
85 the ;eaſon thereof, 

That maine thing which I have fangled forth to 
infiſt upon, is, the danger that is unto States, to deale 
otherwiſe then +76] with the Saints, Gods anointed. 
And the Oblcrvarion is plainly rhis, | 


That the Mealing well or ill with the Saints ef God, it | obſer 
w the greateff and high:ft Inter ST of Kings | 
«1d Kingdomes, 97 which their welfare or their 
rouine depends, 


! have the ſtory of the whole world afore me, to 
| glcane | 


—  __ 
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gleane Demonſtrations and inſtances out of , tg 
make good this truth, But I ſhall endeavourto pre. 
ſent it to you under that proſpect that runs through 
the tory of the whole Bible. My Obſcrvationa our 
of the Story of which,and the ſummeandiſſe of all, 
is enis, That God frens the beginning hath in his Provi. 
dence ſo ordered it , that the greateſt and moſt flouriſh. 
inz Kingdomes and States ſhowld ſtill have to doe with 
his Saints anJ People in all Ages , and either they hwoe 
beene broken by their ill wing of them , or they havt 
proſpcred by their well acaling with them, You hall 
find this I tay throughout the whole Scripture. My 
Text leads the round to all the reſt, and I therefore 
indeed choſe itrather then any other, though uther- 
wiſe as a bottome to this point, I might have pitcht 
upon others perhaps more full. 

We will begin with the very firſt Kings and King- 
domes that you read of after the Flood. How here- 
proved the King of Egypt, and the Xing of the Phili- 
ftines, for the lake of 4braham and 1ſaac,that I menti- 
oned afore, Beſides thoſe there is mention of foure 
Kings , Gen. 14. Amraphel King of Shinar or Babylop, 


flood, Gen.10.10. and was one of , yea the firſt great 
Monatchic. There is likewiſe Ch:dorlaomer King of 
Elam,orPerſia,which afterward likewilc proved a Mo- 
narchie. For as Aſſyris and Babylon made the firſt, 
'o you know Perſia was the next. You havetwo other 
Kings more there confederate with theſe. Thelc 
toure Kings they brake ja upon, and {mote all rhe 
Countrics about ; they ſmote the Reypuarns 


rible ones. Aſhtercth Karwaim, andthe Zuzins in Hem, an. the 
(,&-10.1T, 


AXES. 


which was the firſt Kinzdome in the wo1ld atter the = 


m—_ ry 


FMIMs,and the Hermes in Mower Scrr, 4nd they returned 


— 
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ind came 0 Enmiſhpat 5 which ts Caaclh ) and {mote all the 
Conntrey of the Awainiittsandalſothe AnOkITES, 
that dwelt in HaFeFon-tamar , aS you May reaue, verſes 
6,7,8. And all the while they over-ran theſe vaſt 
Countries, where there was not one Saint to be 
found , they toundno refiſtance, having bur to doe 
with Nations, not Saints in them ; but unhavpily to 
them, when they came to fight againſt the Kings of 
Srdome and Gomorrah, they light upon one Saint, and 
but one, and that 15 Lot, ſo the 12. verſe, They tooke— 
Lit, Abrahams brothers ſonne, (who awelt in Sodome) and 
his goods, and departed. Alas to them ; little thought 
they what a Priſoner they had : they took him inthe 
crowd amongſt the wickedeft people under heaven, 
a people ſo wicked, that one would have thought 
God ſhould fo little have conſidered this one Saint, 
ofaye him from periſhing, as thar his vengeance 
ſhould have taken the opportunity to ruine theſe , 
though this one poore Lot had been involved in their 
&ftruction. Burt you ſhall fee how tender God 'is of 


Jhis Saints. They had unawares devoured an hallowed Jerun-; 
Jiins, one righteous Lot , and had taken him but Pri- 
Yloner ; they had drunk poyſon, and all the riches,and 
Jilthe goods they had taken, they vomit up againe, 


opether with their owne blood,. The Lord in this 


er makes obſervation of upon the ſtoryot Lot & the 
Jodomites,The Lord knowes how to Px: s wrv x the rieh- 
YU, and Res env r the unjuſt, 2 Pet.2.g, And whom 
J-ould God uſe to be the inſtrument to doe this too ? 
Jod had not many more Saints then in the world,but 
nely Melchiſedechs we reade of, and Abraham and 
Sfamily , and God uſeth that one Abraham ; EI 

| P22 e C has 


wving demonſtration of that his care and skill which 
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had an Army but of a few , anda weryfew, (even x; 
the Text hath it) but three hundred and erghteene men 
borne 1n his houſe, vcr. 14. he purſues them, and [mite 
them, ver.17. wth a great ſlaughter, and brought 
back all rhe goods, and nis brother Lot and his goods, 
&C. ver. 18. And 1hw thy were reproved. You icethe | 
Text made good trom the very firit beginning of | 
Kingdomes , He reproved Kings for. their ſakes in. | 
decd. 

Thus he began the world at firſt; and this yery | 
victoric 1S inade a leading calc, a ſtanding cncourage- | 
ment tothe {ons of Abraham, the Saints, tor cvcr at. 
ter.. So you haveitapplyed 11 E/ay 41. 2. Who raiſed 
wp (ſaycs God, to raile vp his peoples hearts) the 
Ricureous Man from the Eaſt ? namely, this one 
Abraham ? and called him 10 hu foot, Follow me, Ile be 
thy Generall, {aid God to tilin, Gave the Nations be- 
fore his, and made him rule over Kings ; he means theſe I, 
very Kings you have heord the ſtory of : He gave Io, 
them 45 the duſt to hu ſword , ana as driven ſtubble to hi y 
bow ; he purſued them, and paſſcd ſafely, &c, Did God]; 
doe thus then for one or two of his Sain's, and will x 
he not goc on « What faith the 4. verſe 2 ho hab]; 
wringht and done it, calling the generations from the bt- 
ginning, aac 10 having ordatacdallthe generationsot |, 
Abraham to dothe itke exploits in their [everall ages. |,;, 
Ttie Lord ans the firſt. and with the laſt, I am he. 1 begatt Fi 
to doc this with Avraham, ana ] wall IOC ON ro doe þ 
ſo,cven to the laſt, torthe 10ns of Abraham, And that]y, 
this is plainly his mc aning, appea' cS by ver. $8. where to 
he makes a gencrall application of itto his ſeed , By, 
thou I{r acl, art my jervant, Facob whom I have choſen, the 


yz6D Os AzRAHAM #Y friend, There 
| alt 


ſ 


mmons Houle dr Pariiament. 


— 
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Gicth he, ver. 10. Feare thou not, ( thaw warme Facob, 
| v7. 14.) for 1 am with thee : be not d;[mayed, for I ans 
> | thy God: I'will firengthen thee, yea. 1 will help thees, 


$ 


es, / wil uphold thee with the rioht hard of my right eouſ- 


UY wiſe. Behold , all they that were incenſed againſt thee , 


y 
t- 

7! 
the 
ne 
be 
bt 
ele 


hall be aſharned and confounded : they ſhall be as nothing, 
and they that ſtrive with thee jhaf! periſh, Ailthe whole 


Chapter is nothing cl{c bu: mcouragemert to all 
the {ced of Abraham, from this very inſtance I have 
now given you, And the Text here cuntirmes it, 
premifing unto all thoſe inſtances, He hath remembred 
hs Covenant, the word he commanded to a thouſand gene- 
YARIOMS. 

The next Kingdome in the world that flouriſhed 
nthole firſt times, that grew to any greatneſſe that 
wereade of, was that of Egypt; and though Cham the 
founder of Egypt was curled,yet as uſually thoſe God 


ayes the greateſt curle upon, he firſt begins to bleſle 


with outward bleſſings inthe world; ſo he did the 
leed of Cham , in that infancy of that new world. 


| How renowned a Kingdoine that then was , both 


A 


or continued ſucceſſion of Kings in a race, ( which 
tay inſinuates) and for other greatneſſe, the ſtory 
it Moſes, and Herodotus, and otherprophane ftories 
locelebrate : it was as would ſeem in thoſe firſt times 
nore fouriſhing then Aſſyrta, (the Territories of Aſſy- 


\|'« could not then be great , when ſuch other three 
[ings forementioned bordered about ir, and when 


| that 
here 


(iy 


» 


8, Wt 
refors 
ſai 


thedorlaomer of Perſia was the chiet of all the foure) 
low ſee how ſtill the Lord doth follow on this his 
Jett deſigne , he will have his Saints to be caſt up- 
Jthis Kingdome, and to live therein, and not onely 
Taha,and Iſadc, and Facob, but inthe end all their 
G 3 | __ poſte- 
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Chap. 9.114 


Gen.14. 4,5« 
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rity. Tis the next ſtory the Plalmiſt gives inſtance of 
co the purpoſe in hand, and let us take it, but as he 
relates it; faith he, wer. 17. He ſent a man before, 
them , even Joſeph, who was ſold for a ſervant , whiſe, 
feet they hnit with fetters , (Potiphar only didit, yer 
God Jlaycs it upon the Nation) Bur as the Pa]. 
miſt obſerves, the Lord was even with them for ir, 
VCr.21.6 22, He made this man not onely Lord 


- of Pharaohs houſe, but he addes, fro Binv en Hi; 


bau haſt (4- 
ed ons lives, 
- en.47-2 Fo 


Pxixczs at hi pleaſure, as they before had done him, 
As Abrahan atore, io Feſeph now is another leading 
inftance, To Bixp their Kings with Cualn as her 
Nobles with fetters of iron, ſuch honour have Ar i. His 
Saints, Fſal.149., He made this man a Saviourto 
them, ( as themſelves acknowledge) and whilſt 
they dealt well with him and his Brethren, « 
ge bleſſed Potiphars houſe for his ſake_, lo he bleſſed 
the Prince and all Egypr allo for his ſake. And 
whilſt Egypt was the Nurſery , or rather the Gra- 
nary (as it was called anciently Horreun Romani 
Imperii) to thele anointed ones, the people of God, 
ſo long it greatly. flouriſhed. 'But werſ. 25, God 
rurned their heart to hate his people, and to deal 
ſubtilly with his ſervants, (tor malice and cun- 
ning alwayes goe together in oppreſling the Saints) 
and how they oppreſſed them, you all know. But 3s * 
he had reproved Kings for thcir ſakes afore, and Pha 
yaohs Progenitors among the reſt, ſaying, Tow:h 1% 
mine anointed,as here, fo he begins with a mefſageby 
Moſes his Ambaſſadour ſent tothat King of Egypt,and 
therein ufcth che ſame kind of language, Ex.4.22,23 
Thos jhalt {ay auto Pharaoh,Thus (aith the Lord, 1ſrael « #y | 
ſon,cven my firſt-born, There is only this difference o 
[ 
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che expreſſion, the Plalmiſt here cats them his anoiat- 
ed, there,his firſt-borne, Andir is as it he had faid, Tell 
Pharaoh 1 Fehovah am a greater King then thou arr , 
and therefore my hrit- borne 1s greater then tiny firſt - 
borne; And Let my fone, my firſt borne goe, that he may 


ſerve me; he carrycs all high: And if thou refuſe to let 


him gae, I will ſlay thy ſonne, even thy firſt-borne, and 10 
indeed he did inthe end, They letr nor oppreſiing the 
people of Goc(and the great quarrell wasto letthem 
g0c to worthip) till ſuchtime as God did overthrow 
that Nation, with {o great an overthrow,as no King- 
dome could have a greater not rotally to be deſtroy- 
ed; and indeed fo great, as you heare no more of 
them till Solomons time, There 15S not a word of Egypt 
inall the time of Foeſhya, and of the Fudees, till you 
reade of Solomons marrying Pharoahs daughter. Here 
you ſee Egypt, both blefled while they dealt well 
with the people of God, and broken when they dealt 
1] with them, 

Tolet paſle thoſe petty Kings of Canaan, over- 
come by Moſes and Foſhxa,let us come nextto Aſſyria, 


which together with Babylon is reckoned the firſt great 


Monarchic. The beginnime of the Aﬀlyrian Monar- 
chie being from Babylon, Gen.10. 10, and the King- 
dome returning againe tO Babel, both arc juſtly rec- 
koned but one, though in their ſeverall revolutions 
they were diftiact. This Monarchic in the Intancic 
ot ir, Abrahams had to doc with, and as you heard, 0- 
vercame the King thereof : Ezypts King was alſo ro- 
proved for their takes, and Perſs4, and two Kings 
more: God ordering it, that the Father and re- 
preſenter of the faithfull ſhould reprove and cha- 
{iſe thoſe Kings, whom +1000 ſhould after ruine. 
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How the people of God were oppreſſed , firſt by 
the Aſſyrian kings, and then by the Babyloni- 
ans, the ſtory of the Kings and Chronicles doe 
ſhew : The Afyrian often oppreſling them, and at 
laft carrying the tenne Tribes captive, as Babylon 
did the other two. Now to make ſhort worke of 
both, you ſhall finde one Scripture, Fer,50, where 
you ſhall ſeerhem both put together in their ruine, 
and the ruine of borh putuponthis, their opprefſivn 
of the people of God, I mention thar Scripture one- 
ly,becauſe it ſummarily containes the whole: ver,17. 
layes God, Iſrael is 4 Cattare ſheep, the Lions have 
driven him away :'they were a fcattered people : or as 
Funius and Piſcator hath it,they were parva pecrs, a lit- 
tle flock, few, and very ſmall, in compariſon of the 
Nations, as the Pſalmiſt hath it here : a4 the Lions 
drave them away, Who were theſe Lions ? Firſt, faith 
hee, the King of Aſſyria hath devoured him, hee {cized 
as it were on the fleſh, (Prul, Tizlath Pileſer , and 
Salmana\ar , opprefſing and captivating them , 
2 Kings 15.) and laſh This Nebuchad-neXFar King 
of Babylow, { he ſpeaks of him with ſcorne and 
indignation, Ths Nebuchadnear ) hath broken the 
bones : And becauſe that he came laſt, and touk away 
all, as a {weeping raine, therefore his anger riſeth 
molt againſt him, Yer.18. Thws ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
Behold, I will puniſh the King of Babylon and his Lava, as 
1 pien'ſhed the Kine of A(ſyria. Meredach of Babylon (ub- 
dued the Aſſyrian, NebuchadneXFer utterly ruines Nz- 
nevethe head Cuythereot,and thenBabelstime comes 
to be waſted alſo, and the whole Land therewith, 
Here is that Monarchy gone you fcc, both Aſly- 


rian and Babylonian, and whoſoever were the initru- 
meat, 
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ment, this was the cauſe from Gods owne mouth. 
Adde unto which, that in the next Chapter. Fey. 51. 


11. Becauſe ({ayes that Text) it was the vengeance of 


the Lord, and of hu Temple. And take in altu werſ, 35. 
The wiolenice aour is me, and tomy fleſh, be upon Babilon, 
ſhall the inhabitants of Z on ſay, and my blood upon the in- 


habrants of Cald-ca, ſhall /eruſalem ſay, then when tlicy* 


arc Ucltioyed, 

Now there are a great many other kingdoies and 
N attons,thar bordered about the Jewes, whom God 
(as I remicmbcr)calleth his evill zerehbers,tor their ill 
will to Zion: thete all tell cicher by or with Babylon. 
Ot cncete you (hill reade inthe 25, 26, 27, and 28, 
Chapters of EXekicl, and fo on: God there ſends 
the Cup round to all the Nations : All thoſe Nations 
ccitainly had infinite provocations of Nationall fins 
ol all {orts, againſt God,amongſt them , bur you ſhall 
ſee ftil] Goa there Jayes his ſuit and quarrell againſt 
them onely for their 11] dealing with his people, to 
whom they were neighbours round abour. 

He begins wich the Ammonites,Chap.25.2.and what 
was her finne that ruincd her ? Ammen was but glad 
at the tall of the Jewes. Behold ({auh the 3.vcrl. )thou 
ſaidſt An a againſt mySanttuary,when it was profaned,and 
againſt the Lad of Iſrael. when it was deſolate,and aza nſt 
the [1ouſe of Þudih when they w.nt imtocaptivity,they did 
nut help it forward, only cryed Aha. Therefore, faith 


| G1d,v. 4.1 wil deliver theeto the men of the Eaſt for a po- 


ſejiva , and ver.6 Becauſe (28 in ſpeech (as atore) ſoin 
peſt. r- they expretied the like joy at it) thor haſt clap - 
pedthy hands, and ſtamped with the feet , and rejoyced in 
heart, w'th all thy deſpizhit againſt the Land of Iſrael ,, Be- 
hula gherefore, 1 will ftrctch out mine hand upon thee, w_ 
W/ 
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will deliver thee for a ſpoyle to the Heathen, 1 will deſtray 


thee, &Cc. 

The next that hee mentioneth is Moab. Shee 
did bur caſt out a word, ſo ver{.8. She did but one! 
{ay this,Behold,the Houſe of Fudah i like unto all the Hea- 
then,now laid waſt as they, and there is no dift-rence 
inthe protection of their God over them, more than 
over the Heathen themſelves ; 1t was but this word 
caſt out: yet therefore ſaith theLord,ver.g. Behold I will 
open the ſide of Moab : He would break through and 0- 
pen his ſtrong Frontrer Cities, (as the next words ex- 
plain 1c) break hisribs,8 ſo enter into his bowels;and 
ver.10. the Ammonites ſhall be no more remembred among 
:he Nations. No other fin is mentioned, but this word, 
abour his people. 

He comes next to Edom,wver.i2. who was the poſte- 
rity of Eſaz,and their brother,(as you ſhall hear anon) 


and ofthem he ſaith, Becauſe that Edom hath dealt a- 


2ainſt the houſe of Judah by taking vengeance,and greatly 
offended, and revenged himſelfe upon him, Tr txt rok 


| faith he,ver. 13. 1 will cut off man and beaſt from it , and 


make it deſolate. He riſeth {till in his puniſhments pro- 
portionable to their fins, and to their dealings with 
his people. And I will doe it, ſayes he, by the hend of 
my own people,ver.14.that were oppreſfled by them. 
 FromEdom he carryes the cup to Philiſtia,who be- 
cauſe they had an old grudge againſt the Iiraclites, 
a deſþightfull heart to deſtroy them for the old hatred, wer. 
I5. THERE FORE will execute creat Vengeance ON 
them, vVer.16,17. 
In the next place, he comes to Tyre, poore Tyre, 


' Tcall her fo, becauſe as of all the Nations they were 


the moſt ingenious in themſelves: (Inſo much as 


Chrift 


— QA. 


| tome, and 7 ſhall be repleniſhed and encreated. No 


I Church, tor this, and tor no other {inne (there men- 
J toned) muſt Tyre be deftroyed, as ſhe was by Nebu- 


J td rwclve yeares inthe fiegethereof. And ſee how 
_ Vouldſt chou have more cuſtomers ? Thou thalc 


I”; Whar, forrraftiique? No, to come up againſt thee, 
$- te ſea canſeth bis waves to come wp + the Babylonian 
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Chriſt ſayes, They would have repented, cc.) and moſt 
ngenuous of all Nations elſe unto the Jewes , that 
helped them to build the Temple, and were contede- 
rites with David and Solomen. And what was her 
{1ulr? A meere tempcarion of loye to her felte, ſuch 
15 michr betall any in the like caſe, Read Chap. 26.2. 
Son of man, becauſe Tyrns vath ſaid againſt Feruſalen , 
Aha, ſhe ts broken that was the gates of the people, l Suair 
BY ReypLlENISHED 70w ſhe is laid waſte, T he meaning 
is this, I ſhall now have all the trade, You know 
Tyre lay nigh to Fernſalem , and it was a place of the 
orcatelt rrade and merchandiſe then in the world, 
lhewas the Mart of Nations, ({o ſhe is called inEſay 2 3. 
and in EJek. 27.3.) and though ſhe had the greater 
trade of the two already,yet ſhe rejoyced in this, that 
7eruſalem ſhould belaid waſte, who had been the gates of 
the people, whither much people came for traffique , 
35 well as ro me, Now thinks ſhe (and it was but a 
(cltz-loving thought) all the trade will wholly come 


more. Yer, becanle ir tell out to beuttered againſt the 


hdze7zar , though to fulfill the Prophefie , he ſer- 
God proportioned her puniſhment to her finne z 
aye enow ; Behold, I will cauſe many Nations to come 
vuldiers ſhall be thy Merchants that ſhall take off 
iy goods off thy hands. And becauſe that Tyre/ 


4 moſt glorious people, he therefore ſpends 
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ines, and the Spawes, Arkes, Ex0dms 2, 3. And Egypt 1s calleda | 


ame word tor 


a Reed and a 


$ peat (as here 


mnt 
re 


he SCripe 


two or three Chapters upon the deſcription of her 
rune. 

In the 26, Chapter he comes to Fgypt. Egypt had 
been broken once afore (as you heard) by the peo. 
plc of Iſrael, and reproved for Abrahams ſake. They 
were afalſe-hearted Nation,that even Rabſhekan could 
afore-hand prophetie fo of them, in Fſay 36. 6. Lo, 
ſaith he, thou truſteſt on the ſtaffe of this broken reedey, 
whereon if a man will leane, it will coe into his haudand 
pierce it, ſo sPharaoh King of Egypt to all that truſt in him, 
Twas the Genius of that Nation to all that dealt with 
them. And as Rabſhekah had forctold of them,{o it fell 
out : and therctorc the Prophet EFech.utrers their fin 
againſt rheChurchin Rabſhekahs language,Chap. 29.7, 
Becauſe they have been 4 ſtaffe of reed to the houſe of Iſrael, 
It is a moſt elegant compartſon;the f1militude ir looks 
many waycs : 1.A Recd was a Hicroglyphick of that 
Country. Sand#ius upon thoſe words, Pſalm. 68. 30, 
Rebuke the company of the Spearmen, (lo we tranilateit) 
bur look in the margent of your Bibles, and likewiſe 
the Originall will beare it,it is, Rebake the beaſt of the 


Reeds, and he interpreteth this ro be meant of Feypt, | 


the Chaldee Paraphraſe alſo interpreting it of that 
Nation, it being a Country of Reeds. On the bank 
of Nylzs, and fo throughout the whole Countrcy, 


through the overflowing of that River) thcre were, | 
and are ſuch Reeds & Canes growing.,1s no where1n | 
Hence 4/%%- the world againe beſides, (ſo Plinyſanh) ſerving tot | 
Pens, Speares, Arrowes* , (as Pliny there) fo for | 


Bzasr of reeds, alluding further (as 1 take it) to tne 
) Crocodil-, the proper beaſt of that Countrey,which 
is an Amphibjon, living both in land and water, and 
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And the holy Ghoſt here 11 EFecziet long before 
ſeemes to have given the {ame Coat of Armes for 
that Country and Kingdome, (perhaps according to 
the common ule) uſing both theſe apart of Egypt 
alſo. For firſt, in the third verſe of this Chap. 29. he 
calleth Pharaoh King ot Egypt, The Dragon of the Ri- 
vers, (which I belceve hath reference ro the Croco- 
aile,in choſe Rivers, which isa kind of Serpent, and 


beaſt alſo) and in the 7. verſe after , which we are 


now upon,to 4 ſtaffe of reed. Whereas in that 68, Pſal. 


you {ce both arc put together, The beaſt of reeds : Here 
1n this 29, of ZFechzel , the Prophet having in his eye 
the common Hicroglyphick of the Countrey, turnes 
the ſimilitude to their being 4 ſtaffe of reed; rhar ſuiting 
tis preſent ſcope, which was to expreſle their failing 
mat confidence the people of God repoſed in them , 
and fo becomming the tatall occaſion of their mi- 
lerie. Becauss (laith he, verſe 6.) thou haſt beene 4 
faffe of reed to the houſe of Iſracl, when they took hold of 


thee thor didft breake : They (as Cornelius 4 Lapide up- 


0n the place) had provoked the Jews to rebel againft 


1 Yeowchadne;ar, promiſing to afhit them ; But though 


tou were Baculus in promiſſione , a ftaſfe in promi- 
ſu, yer but Arandinens in executione, a ſtaffe of reed, 
ane and helplefſc in the performance, (as he ſpeaks.) 
The Prophet goes on. Yea thou didſt nor onely 
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break, but run up, and 7end all the ſhoulder, aud made 
their loynes to be at a ſtand , didit not onely hinder, but 
hurt and weaken them. The Lord comes upon them 
with his former Tynrzrons, ver. 8. ſaith the Lord, 
Iwill bring a ſword upon thee , and will cut off man and 
beaſt. And ſo he goes on in three or foureChaptcrs tg 
ſer forth their puniſhment, and that relating as the 
former had done, to rhis their unfaith{ull dealing 
with Gods people, as that finne that was the Cavulc 
thereof, which 1s the point in hand. 
A ſpeciall When the Propher had thus diſpatcned Zgypt,ind 
% rm threatned the like to Aſſyriaand Babylon, (of which e- 
7 andEdom, nough waS touched betore) he fals atreſhupon mount 
Ser and Edom, and contents not himſelte to have put 
ET” them into the common catalogue (which we have 
ld 40 for £One Over) with the reſt of the Nations in the 25, 
enecnefe,, Chap.bur he returns again to a pecuſtar,ſpectal recko- 
i- from his Ning with them in the 35.Chapter, (the reafon, of i: 
iepards. we ſhall ſee by and by, becauſe they were their pre- 
i Genzz, Fhren) Becauſe (ſaith he there, ver.5.) thou haſt had s 
116. and was perpetnall hatred, and haſt ſhed the blood of the children of 
yen 3* 2 93" Tſrael by the force of the ſword in the time of their calumity, 
ed by God, #7 the time that their imquity Hay Ax Exp,that is,uhen 
3 ſ-and they had alreadyſuffered to much for their f1ns,tharit 
2K was the __ » *q ' . ; "RE, 
ther of .dorr, MIIgOT have been thought God had puniſhed them e- 
£236.77, nough, yetthen doe they begin their miſery afreſh: 
Therefore as T live, ſaith the Lord, I will prepare thee uno | 
blood, and blood ſhall purſue thee, g&rc, And wer. 10, he | 
addes another realon, Becauſe thou haſt ſaid, Theſetw' | 
nations, and theſe two countries ſhall be mine, (namely, | 
their owne,and that of Iſrael adjoyning) ard we wil | 
Poſſeſſe it * when Nebuchadne7zar had laid it vaſte,they | 
promiſed to themſelves the poſition of ir, whert- | 
| | | s 


_tokeep poſſeſſion for himſelte and his people thar 
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& Tit Loxzyd Was Trzne, (asthe Prophet 
addes) They thought they might as cafi]ly conquer, 
and enter upon the poſſetfion ot 1t,as any of the other 
Nations, whereas the Lords preſence was there, -—* 


bclongeo unto it : This was thcir {tnne, chen tollows 
their puniſhment, 7 herefore as T live, ſaith the Lord, I 
will even doe according 10 thine anger , and according to 
thine envie, which thou haſt uſed out of thy hatred againſt 
them, 1 will proportion my puntſhment accordingly. 
And he doth not content himſelte onely with this 
bringing of them in again here, bur befides he ſpends. 
a whole Propheſic upon them, the Prophefic of 06a- 
diah, whoſe meſſage is taken up with nothing but 
threatnings againſt Zdom, and reſolving all into the 
ſame quarre), For thy violence againſt thy BrorH tn Fa- 
cob*, Edom and, Seir (as was laid) comming of Eſaa,,,,., 
were brethren to the Ifraclites, and God takes it infi- 6G. tad 
nitely more unkindly at their hands , then at the Jv, To: 
hands of the other Nitions , Ty.znt roxs ſhame_ the lip r 
ſhall cover thee , and theu ſhalt be cut off for ever, Tn ®RETUR 
the day that thou ſtoodſt on the other ſide , thar is , be- 7." 
havedit thy ſelfe as a neuter that ſtood aloofe : 77 the nt ith th 
aay that ſtrangers carryed away captive his forces, and for- © © _ 
retzaers entred into his gates , and caſt lots upon Fernſa- 

lem , thou waſt as Oxs Or Turn, didſt as much 
miſchict as the Babylonians. Thos ſhouldſt not have en- he Platmi 
red into the gate of my people in the day of their calamity, *' _ , 
jea thou ſhouldſt not have looked on their affiiction,(that is, I 
as idle Speators , much leſle rejoycers 1n it) wor have 
laid hands on their " HO anr0; 008 have ſpoiled them of 
their go0ds,in the aay of their calamity co. Theretore 18 
their puniſhment to a perpetuall ruine , more heavy 
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then any of thereſt, Thus now you have allo ſecne 
an end of all theſe Kingdomes that were neighbours 
about leruſalem, and how they were all reproved, yea 
deſtroyed, upon this quarrell of reuching, and mediing 
with his azointed, as the Tex: hith it. 

Now lect us goe on tothe other Monarchies, the 
Perſian and the Grecian: you ſhall fee (till thar the Rory 
ot them allo makes good this great point in hand, 
The Perſian and the Grecian both had to doe with the 
Church : But the firſt ot theſe, the Perſean, (cems ra- 
ther an inſtance on the other hand, v4. of the wel. 
fare, and of theraiſing up of a Nation and of a State tor 
the people of God : (For God hath given {ome in- 
itances of bleſſing as well as he hath given of ruine,) 
The very raifing up of Cyrws, and of that Monar- 
chic in him,it was for his peoples fake. The Scripture 
is expreſle for this, reade Efay 44. 28. Th ſaith God 
of Cyrus, He is my ſhepherd, and ſhall performe all my plea- 


fare, even ſaying to Teruſalem , Thou ſhalt be built, and to 


the Temple, Thy founaation ſhall be laid, And goe on to 
Chap.45 .uer.1. Thus ſaith the Lord to his anointed , to 
Cyrus, whoſe right hand I have holden , to ſubdue Nations 
before him, &c. He calls Cyrus Hi AxOrntBD: He 
calls Tyre An anointed covering Cherub allo, #7ek, 25, 
and no other Heathen Princes c1fe in all che Booke 
of God: Firft, Tyre an anointed Cherub, becauſe he 
was propitious to the Jewes , even as the Cherus co- 
vering the Arke : Then Cyrus was Anointed, becaulc 
as Sanitims well {aith , Non minus ſtudioſe res curabat 
Indaicas quam ji Indeorum eſſet co non Perſaris Imper ator. 
He took as much care for the people of God, and tne 
building ofthe Temple, as if he had been King 0! 


Jury imfelfe, And God calleth him likewiſe bis 
SHEP” 
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my SGCERVANTS Sak z, and Iſrael mine elect, I havee- 


—— 
hmmm 


S1BPpHERD, CVEn as he had done David, that wasto 
look co his theep. Inthe place I quoted before, con- 
ccrning tne Afſlyrian and Babyluian Kings, Ter. 40. 
'0u heard how he called them L1ioxs, becaule they 
ſcattered hy ſheep fo the expreſſion is there, but here hc 
calls Cyr His SunPurtnD, that ſhall performe all hu 
pleaſure : and for that end railed him tro all this great- 
nefie: for, for whoſe {ake was 1t, he had the Nati- 
ons given him ? Reade the fourth verſe, For Jacor 


ven called thee by thy name, 1 have ſurnamed thee, thouzh 
thou hiſt .0; krxowne me : not for thy lake,bur tor m 
peoples only. And although for a while fome of them 
Kings. made Edis to interrupt the building of the 
Temple, yet the gencrality of thoſe Kipgs went on 
in that courſe of favour which Cyrws had begun, and * 74s Cal 


. | 45 and M 
were more fayourable ro the Jewes then all of the xrede inh 


other Monarchies, Dari#s Hiftaſpw mentioned EJ7q conn ot 
4. ver. 24. permitted the Jewes to goe on inbul- a hy: 
ding ir,as their poverty would ſuffer them , and after which doth 
another interruption, Darizs Nothius, * EFras. didput in oy 
Cyrus his Decree in force againe, and allowes the cx- 

pence of the finiſhing it out of his owne revenues, and 


yeares of D 
cls Weeks. 
inſerts this in his revived Decree , that the Jewes 


if (as moſt 
ther Chrc 
| logers) it 

beene D4/ivs Hiſiaſpis thar made thac Decree in Exza 6, for the finiſhing the Tem 
lnen it aflords a greater Obſervation tro my purpoſe in hand, namely, Thar God did t 
way Cambyſes, Cy: xs his fonne, (v hom they would have to be that A-r-taxerxes, EX 
tat hindred by force of Arms the building the Temple bothin his Fathers dayes (whilſt 
was Prince of Verſiz,as Dan. 10, 13. he is called, or Projex in his fathers abſence} and in 
%ne) and that without iflue and 1o Cys flue male ended, being puniſht fer recalling 
fayour granicd, Bur Darius Hiftaſpis being choſen by the Princes, God eſtabliſhed 

Kingdom in him arid his iced, for his reviving Cy-#s his Edi. And however,almoſt all ag 
m this, that this D4ri#s he hindred it nor, bur gave liberty for his time, and is that Dar 
mentioned F 3/4 4 24- See Mede, Dantels 1'ceks.pag.7. in his marginall note, whom the 
tore God blellzd accurdingly,and yer regarded Cyrxs allo in this, that by his daughter £44 
we to this Dari, his race continued, 


might 
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might pray for the life of the King and of his children, 
ver.10, They alſo 12d of the ſced ofthe Jews great 
men at Court with them,as Daniel, Mordeca!, EFra,and 
Nehemiah, the two latter of whom were {cnt by Arta- 
xerxesto build the City of Jeruſalem; yea,& another 
of their Kings admitted one of that Nation (through 
the providence of Guy) to the royall bed : Ahaſuereſh 
marryed Heſter,of the [eed of theJews, under whom, 
and under other of rhele Kings they had the greateſt 
proſperity. Now as this favour tothe Jews was the 
cauleoftheerecting that Monarciue at firſt , {o {ure- 
ly ofthe continuance of it fo long : Hiſtorians won- 
cer thar it ſhould ſtand fo long, it being ſo loule and 

ſherefore  ditfolure aCourt andState*,and having fo many great 

him w + ſhocks. 1 can attribute it to nothing but this,the cmi- 
unweildy nent favour they ſhewed to the Jewes, the peopl: of 


_ *<ax God, And I ſhall bur caſt in this Obſervation more 


p.87- deſtroyed © bur inthe time of the Jatter Darizs, then 
bodo. imitia, WAEN Cyrizs (who had been Geds Shepherd) his feed 
7. was whollycxtin?*For though his ſeed bythe Male 
4 7%7; Muc continued not ro a Grandchild,yet inthe {ced ot 
The ayes - Atoſſa,Cyrus daughter, wite tODartus Hiſtaſpi the King- 
fe, giving COM Was continued in his race, And to make tie pro- 
s the reaſon yidence the more remarkable, wherasDarizs had lons 
ws uceeilt® hefore byanother wife, yet the intreſt of 4roſa#for Cy- 
lexander che 145 lake, carryed the ſucceihon toXeyxes her ſon,Cyru 
eatin his Grandchild,But that laſt Dariws,in & with whom that 
rers 9: Empire was deſtroyed by Alexander, was of another 


s. and his A " . 
*< tw his race *. Such regard had ©od to Cyrms his Shepherd, 


1s, affirms 


tins, lb. 6. anhethas tre \ina C oginſt the people 
Mo Fufin, chy, whether tor any thing cone againſt the p PE 


dl and th, about it, When was It that it came to be ruined and : 


diers agant 1d his {ced, that favoured the Jewes., Butthenit 
Arrianus Was,and not afore,thatGod threw down that Monare | 


4 —_— 
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of God or no, the Scripture 1s (ilent, 

Let us come to the Greciay, Monarchy, tor that was 
the third ; ſome of the ſtory of which, youhave men- 
tioned in Zech, g. which 15 an apparent Propheſic of 
the expedition of Alexander: and as a late learned 
\Writcr rightly faith, you may better know the mea- 
ning of the firſt part of that Chapter out of @uintw 
Curtins and Foſephus, then out of moſt Commenta- 
tots. You reade there ot a Prophefte of Tyre that it 
muſt be taken againe , [0 verſ,z3, Now Zechariah writ 
after the Babyloniſh Captivity , theretore ut is not 
that former taking ot Tyre by NebuchadneXFar , but 
that latter by Alexanay. And what he ſaycs in the 
5, ver. of Gaza, and tnole other Citics in Philiſta, 
Askelon ſhall not be inhabited, and the cutting off the Go- 
vernour of Gaza, Qutntws Curtins cxatly relates the 
performance of it, and his cruelty therein ; and it is 
uſually noted as the firſt and greateſt a of Hlexan- 
ders degenerating to barbarous inhumanity : Now 
all that his rage againſt all thoſe Cities that were 
neighbours to the Jewes, was-ordered by God, and 
torerold by the Prophet, bur onely to ſet forth the 
wonderfull care and prote&tion of God towards his 
people, recorded wer.8, that although Alexander was 
Emuchincenſed againſt the Jews, (tor their anſw<r 
ent him of their reſolution to cleave to Darius, to 
whom they had ſworne) yet-as that $. verſe tore- 
told, I Witt Excanmy Azour My Hous , {ayes 
bod, becauſe of Tus Army, becauſe of him that paſ 


—___ Ao = we 


#h by, and becauſe of him that returneth. When Alex- 


"der went by, and when afterwards many other Ar- 
ues went to and fro, God ſtill encamped about his 
uſe, And though Alexander plundered or deſtroy- 


E ed 
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ed all the Cicics round about, yet ſtill Jeruſalem and 
the Temple were preſerved. Yea Alexanders heart 
was10 changed, (as Eſans) thar he went in peacez. 
bly. And the High Prieſt thewing him the Pro. 
phecic of Daz#cl, how the King of Grec/s, that is, 
himſcite, iFould overcome the King of Perſia : he 
was thereby encouraged to the conqueſt of the 
King of Per,7a, and not onely ſpared them , bur 
gave many 1mmunitics to the Jewes : and jn that 
his expedition againſt Darizs, prolipered accor- 
dingly. 

Now that Monarchic thus raiſed by him , was di- 
vided into foure parts, Dan. 8. 22. all w hich are ac. 
counted to make up that Greczan Monarchie : And ir 


the latter end of thetr Kingaome, taycsthe 2 3ever{c,when 


the tranſereſstons are come toihefwll , that is, when God 
meant to begin to break it, and to puta period to 
it, and toreckon with them tor their other fins, This 
his wonted deſigne fers his providence awork, that 


they ſhould fall fouls upon his people,and ſo be bro- 


ken, as the former had Dn and eminently among 
and above the reſt, you have a little hoyne ariſing, 


Aalekes the facies ot one of them , (rhe ſtory 1s | 
cleare ih Den. 8. who wcnified himſelfe againſt the pev- | 
ple of God, the daily ſacrifice, againſt thetruth , <>. wr. | 
II, 12. afd in this God laid the foundation not one--| 
ly of his rulne, but of the reſt of the Greaay Monat- 
chie, Tis I miyhre ſhew out of Damel, wer. 25. He 
ſhall t be brokers withomt hand, &c. butl will rather do | 
Itour of che 9, 0! Zachary, '/having already begun with 


that, and ſhewed out of ir rhe rite and proceedings of 
that Monarchie in the firſt horne thereof, Alexander} 
let us foe what it |; ayes: of the ruine of ir, in that which 
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tollowes, ver. 13. When I have bent Fnah for me-, 
and filled the bow with Ephraim, (it is an clegant fim- 
ltzude) and raiſed 4p thy ſonnes, () L1ON, azaint thy 
lopnes O GREECE, dudmadethie as the ſword of & 
mighty 1417 : «ind the Lord ſhall be ſcene over them , 
and his arrow ſhall coe forth «s the lyzhtming,cfc, Here 
the Grecian Monarchie 106 the laſt remainders Or it 
(che Kings of Egypt and Sy71i4, the Longide and Selew- 


ade who both opprefled the Jewes , being there= * 
fore called Gr uz #s © x, becaule tiicy were the SUC- Th,yarec 
ceſfors of it) 15 ruined ; anu by Whoin 7 even by the Grezce,as 


Has PR ERE. 2 ; + King of Þ 
people of the Jewes , or tor their ſakes. God ral- ;, $4 


ſ:d up the ſonnes of $10 ageinit thele (onnes of Greece, of 4jbar,! 
God made Fudah his bow , a»d Ephraim his arraves : pred ay 
(and when God himleltc will be the Archer, weake and GTA 
arrowes and in{truments will doe wonders) And be- N06. 
tides, that for cheir {fakes God uled miraculous and 


called Ky 
a ; Babel, bec 
wonderfull wayes to rune thete enemies, The Lord ſucceſiours 


ſhall be ſeene over them, &rc. Ver, 14, God uſed the theſe King 


Tewes them {cl ves,rthe Maceabees , to vindicate them- 
(clves againit theſe reliques of the Grecian Empire, 
a5 the ſtory in the book of tNeMaccabees ſhewes plain- 
ly,(as Interpreters upon the Text have obſerved) 4nd 
particularly how Antrochus came to his end: And 


| afterwards the ruine of the whole by the Romans, it 


was for the Jews lake, and their quarrell,and at their 
prayer, it was by.Ephraim veing his arrow , and Fu- 


aah its bow, and God himſelte appearing from heaven 
q ig-inſt them, $9 then here the Gre clan Monaxr- 


cay is likewiſe broken upon the Tewes. And thus 


we have done with the Old Teſtainenr, 


E.2 Now 
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Now let us come to the New Teſtament. There was 
firſt che Fewiſh State , and ſecondly there was the 
Romane Empire, Our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrif 
who was the eminent 4n07znted one, he comes obſcure. 
ly, and as it were ſtealing into the world, who was to 
be King of allche world, in the dayes of him, who 
laid the firſt ſure foundation, and ſettlement of the 
Romane Empire, namely, Auguſtus ; and he comes to 
hs owne, to the people of the Jewes, over whom the 
Romanes having the power, and a Preſident amongſt 
them, our Saviour came to have to doe at once with 
both thele States. 

And firſt tor the Jewes. Becauſe that which be- 
fell thar State for their dealing with Chriſt and his 
Diſciples, is the leading cale of the New Teſta- 
ment, as what was done tothefe Kings and Nations 
here in the Text, and 1s the ſtory of Geneſis, for their 
carriage towards Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob, was the 
leading caſe of the Old : I will there!ore begin there- 
with, and ſpend a little time in the opening of it, fo 
tarreas it concernes thc point tn hand. 

Andnow.you ſhall fee thatNatien & State, of which 
hitherto you have heard, that it had bcene for the 
riſing or falling of allthe Monarchies, and allo lefler 

Kingdomes round about it , it felte to be the firſt of 
21l other that was broken and ruined under the New 
Teſtament, as.an example to all the reſt that follow : 
and broken not upon another whole Nation like 
it ſclt, but upon's few, & 4 very few anointed ones inthat 
Nation, namely, Our Lord and his Diſciples, God 
altcring now the way of his diſpenſation under thc 
New Teſtament, uling but a few Saints in Nations, 
(which is the more glorious) to cffe& the ſame de- 
ſign 
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figne he did before by that whole Nation ot che 
Jew:s under the Old. He hath redeemed us (ay 
they.) ont of all Nations, (who are to him 4 royall 
Nation , typificd out by that whole Nation ot the 
Jewes) whom now he mak<rh to be to all Kingdoms 
(where they are found) eicher a ſtone of ſkumbling, 
whereby they thall be broken, or a ſure Bafis and 
foundation of their wel-zare,according to their ulage 
of chem, 

How the Jews uſed Chriſt and his Diſciples, we 
al: know. The intereſt of that Nation, whetcin ſtood 
it? Not ſo much to have entertained Chriſt for their 
Temporall King, he avoided that; but to have re- 
ceived him for their Mef7ah,and anointed Saviour : and 
that this was the intereſt of the Nation and its well- 
tare , is clecre by thatſpeech of Chriſt, Lukt 19.42. 
0h that thow hadjt knowne 1n the thy day the thinzs that 
veleng unto thy peace! He therein intending as well the 
Temporail peace of that Nation, as the eternall peace 0: 
incir ſoules, As Tyre had ſtood to that day if they had re- 
pentea, (as Chriſt peaks) ſo had Feruſalem alſo if they 
Maa knowne and kept to this their Ixrzrs 57. But they 
were {o farre from doing this, that they clean diver- 
ted from it, and rook up other worldly and politique 
imereſts of their owne, to ſave themſelves by , which 


| vere their ruine, Yea (which I beſeech you mark and 
J voſcrvg? the Lord did order it ſo in his providence, 
_ thateven REASON Or Start, and awordlyecroſſc 
I xrzkssr, to this ſhould be the chicte motive to 
I im of exucifying Chriſt, and ſo of the finall deſolati- 
Jy of that Nation, For which, conſult fir{t the :1, of 


joby, ver, 49, 50. fa they (generally) 1 we let hinz 
'0% alone, 411 men will belceveon him , and the Rowaxs 


L 3 will 


Revel.s5. 


x Pct,2.9 
parcd witl 
Chap.L.1 


— > ——_— 


A Sermon preached at the late Faſe, 


EI—_— — ———_— 


will come and take away both our place and Nation. And 
what ſaith the great High- Pricſt further upon it ? 
Ye kniw nothing at all , ner conſider that it i expedien; 


for Us, that one man ſhould dye for the people, and that 


the whole Nation periſh not. And although chis is ther 

{aid, to be {poken as a Prophefie, (God guiding his 
mouththerein) yet withall , it you look imtothe 13, 
of Fohn, ver.14. it is charged upon him to haye been 
a wicked conpcel! given, (take Kas 1t was intended by 
him)for there he 1s branded,This & Thar Caravyas 
that exve COUNSEL tothe Fews that it was expedient 
that one man ſhould die for the people. How it might 
beborh thele , as directed by +<od, and intended by 
bim, would betoo long to ſhew, But rake iras ir thus 
came {rom him, end he takes on him as High-Pricſt 
to ſpeake as a deepe Oracle of State, and to utter a 
State- Maxime, with fleighting of his fellowes , Tou 
know nothing, and his Maxime to!lowes, Better ii1at one 
”14n, who is not confiderable, be rakes away, then 3 
Nation periſh. And yet he therein had an eye tothe 
Prieſts intereſt, thatis, of himſelte and his fellows, 
to keep uptheir honour, as well as to the preſervati- 
on ofthe Nation, though he colours it over with that 
of the whole Nation, For in Fehz 11.50. the wot ds 
are,It s expediens Fox Us, (namely, Prieſts ) that ont 


»nan ſhould dye for the people, Theywere jealous of Chnif- | 


getting the people trom them. You ſhal likewiſe find, 


that when the matter was brought to Pilate, it was | 
Stateintereſt alſo cauſed Prilateto come off to codemne | 
him , The Fewes cryed ont, If thou let this man goe, thin | 
art not Ceſars friend : Whoſoever maketh himſe!f a King, | 


ſpeaketh againſt Ceſar : And the Text addes, When Pi- 
late TuskE rOkE Heard that (aying, He {ate downi 4d 
C0l- 


Le ent. ce At. eat 
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condemned him, John 19.12,1;3. When I read and 
conſidered this ſtory, it made me underſtand that in 
x NF-7 we {peak not the W 1 $DOME ().s This 
VV O & 1 b, #9r of the Princes of this world, that comes to 
neugh: , but we ſpeak the wiſaome of Goa ina myfteries, 
which Noxnsg Or Inn PaInceEes Org Tris 
Worrp KxeEW, for had they knowne it , they wonuld 
Nor Haves CruUcierap Tus Low Or GLiory, 
' He ſpeakes of thele very Prences the Rulers of the 
Fews, and of Pate, and the holy Ghott you tee ma- 
keth the very ſame Obſetyation upon it, that I have 


| now done troyou. They thought themſelves wife, 
5 || and they went upon axioms of State 1n doing of ir, 
: but had they knowne their intereſt, they would nc- 
1 | ver havecrucified the Lord of glory. And the Apo- 
# Þ ftle, you ſee, gives this as tne greateſt and moſt emi- 


e JF nent inſtance of tlie folly ofState- poltcie which often 
a Princes take up, againſt Chriſt, and the Wiſdome of the 
© | Goſpel,the true Wildome. And 1t15 farther obſervable 
, I tothis purpoſe, what likewile the Apoſtle faith in the 
!- } following Chap.3.17, applying the {ame in ({ubſtance 
at I which hee here had oblerved upon their crucify- 
os Þ} ivg Chriſt , unto the defiling or deſtroying the 
nu Þ] Church of God, the Saints, which is the point in 
iſt Þ hsnd } whom Chriſt hath left behinde him , ov: 
d, } of the like Carnall wiſdome and worldly policic , 
aS le Any Man DEriLE OR DEs TRoyY THE 
ne | Texpts Or Gop, Him SHALL Gop DESTROY: 


10 |} for the Templeof God w holy, Waicn Trmrizs Arn 
8) | Yet. Let no man deceive him{elfe ; If any man among you 
SnEMETH To Bn WisSEk IN Tris WorkLD, 
let him become @ foole that he may be wiſe , for the wiſdome 
of this world « fooliſhneſſe wth God, for it s written , 
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Crarryxes, As God caught thoſe Fewiſh Princes 
and Prieſts in their owne c79ſtizeſſe agaiait Chriſt, {0 
will he for ever doe thole, that offer violence to his 
Saints, eſpecially when out of ſtate and worldly 
intereſts. That theſe Jews were taken in their own 
craltineſiz, it it needed , might largely be {thewne, 


the thing they tcared and avoided was brought up- 


on them ; tac Romans came and took away their 
place and Nation to this day : yea and it was great- 
ly occaſtoned by the {ame motve which in policy 
they embraced , whereby to avoid it, For as 
the rifing of many falſe Chrijts was the curſe of thar 
Nation tor refuſing the True, and is, made the ſipne of 
their deſtruction by our Saviour, Mar.24.f0 tt was the 
Jews pronencſle to beleeve that their Meſah ſhould 
come about that time, and deliver them from the 
Romane yoke, that the more encouraged them in 
their Rebellion and revolt from the Romans, which 
occationed their utter deſtruction by them, And 
ſo Tacitus , yea and Foſephus allo did thereupon, 
interpret that Jewiſh Prophefie of the King of the 
world to come out of Fury, of wveſpafian himlcltc, that 
was the deſtroyer of- them, ( he comming a Vi- 
Qor out of Fury, who was Lord of the world) God 
thus retorting out of the mouthes of theſe two wit- 


| mnjebe 7 neflcs, a Heathen and a Few, their tormer inne in re- 


cyamong them, which did not take upon him,to promiſe this proples deliverance from 
Rox:aue yoke ; and the multitude were as prone to beleevs every cne that wouid taxe 
n kim the name andiitle ofa Saviour, or Deliverer, The fore-bghrof this pronencflc in 
at ONes TO. promile alvaticn to this people, and the peoples pronenetle to beleeve them, 
occaſion our Saviourto give thoſ: admonitions to his Diſciples, Beware of falſe C brifts, 
tth.24, vVi.g. Mark 13.01 6. Luke 21.067,6, which would ariſe in Fury before the 
ruQion of Zecuſalin;, with ſuch faire enticing promiſes aad prerences of deliverance , 
if it had been poſſible, the vey Elelt ſboxld have been deceived by them, In a Sermon 
n Luke 21, 25. 
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eng their natural Lord, the true Kings (indeed) of 
Tike world: his {onac : Thus retwining ich] fay) with 
the higheſt Re eproo!e vporitnefe [ow ES, bs 5 thar 
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obſervation by the way abour it ; That God dif- 
poſed it in tis providen ce fo, thar all States and 
ſorts of men among them ſhould have their hands in 

it, becauſe Gods purpole 1s not to deſtroy ny Nati- 

on,for his peoplc S {2ke, til! all ſorts therein concur in 
ietr 13! ufing of them; The fecond Plane Pro- - 
paccying ofthe crucifying of Chritt, ſayes, that zhe 
Heathen, the people, the K Kings of the earth, the Ral: 

toake : ounſell againſt the Lords Anointed, which h 
Apoſtics 1 in their Prayer (of which by and by) As 
þ 27. interpret, T hat Herod, Pontiz Pilate, with the 
Cemiles, and the people of Tſracl, were gathered begerher 
drain(t F his child Jeſus : both the Eccleſtaſricall a: nathe 
Cite tate among the Fewes, concurred in it, The $4- 
amb neil; ane Eliers otrthe propos and they with 
much adoe : perſwaae the prays and when thatwas tyith 


DEC 


Wculty © ne,itwaslong ere Pilate did (ent, h 
kept Off, and s/he his hands trough ne Heuple, Priclts 
Walt fougheto bi ns but in the end VE celded, And 
What was the real{on. that Pilate came inatrlengetihal- 
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(which he meant to break upon Chriſt and his Saints 
as the former) to be wound in, even in the guilt of 
Chriſts blood, and to embrue their hands in it, as 
Pilaterhe Romane Governour did by his ſentence, and | 
the Roman SOuldiers by execution, And therctorc we 
find, Rev. 11. 8. Rome to be called the City where ow 
Lordwas crucified , becauſe by the power and jurifdi- 
Eon of thar State : that ſo the blood of all, yea even of 
Chriſt himſelfte, might be found in her ar her deſiru- 
ion, Revel, 18, wit. 

But to procced 1n this Jewiſh ſtory. When ovr Lerd 
was aſc:ndea, we reade Ads 4. that when Peter and 
John were preaching ts the people, the Prieſts and the 
Captaine of the Temple , and the Saddwces came ups 
them, ver.1. and they laid hands on them,and put them is 
held,ver.z. Andthenwer.23. they being let goe (onely 
with threatning to ſheak no more in his name) they went it 
their owne company , and there they went to Prayer: 
and what doe they urge to God but the tecond Fſe, 
and ſpread that before him, meerly upon this occak- 
on, that they were falne upon, and inrcerrupted in his 
worſhip, and threatned to preach no more in that 
name, which they (being the relics of Chriit leit | 
behinde him here) were to hold forth, They prayed | 


over with one accerd the {ſecond Palme, Lord thou art 


God which haſt made heaven and earth, who by the mauth 
of thy ſervant David haſt ſaid, Why did the heathen ragt, 
and the peeple imazine yaine things ? The Kings of th | 
eerth ſicod np,and the Rulers were gathered together again}, 
the Lord and azainſt his Chriſt. For of a truth, againſt thy 
holy Child Feſus , Whom Truou Hasr AnNoInTED,} 
(and now anointed with the oyle of gladneſle above} 


his fellowes) both Herod, and Pontins Pilate, with the 


Gemiles,f 
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Gentiles, and the people of Iſrael, were gathered together, - 


4c. Theſe his Diſciples being his tcllowes 18 his a- 
nointing, did accordingly (as you here ſee; intereſt 
their cauſe in his, by putting God in mind what they 
dd unto their Lord, in crucitying him, to provoke 
him thereby to confider what was now done to 
themlelves, by the Relers, Scribes, and Elders, Prieſts, 
and Band of the Temple, wver. 1.5. 

Well, ſtill rhe Jewes goe on, and follow the ſame 
trade, aSour Saviour Chriſt in Luke 21, 10, 11. fore- 
told his Diſciples that they ſhould, arid withall, he 
forctold them chat tinere ſhould be wars upon this, 
and commotions, Nation riſing againſt Nation,cc, Br - 
xors Art Trhesz (ayes Chriſt } they ſhall lay their 
hands on you, and perſecute you, acliwvering you up to the 
Syna7ognes, and into priſon, being brought before Kinzs 
ana Rulers ſor my Names ſake, OurSaviour therein ſhew- 
ing that this perſecution of the Saints, ſhould be the 
cauſe of all theſe wars, and fo,ofthat Nations ruine, 
as well as his owne death, (to involving his cauſe and 
theirs togerher.) But they, as afore the warres, ſo 
after the warres, and during the time of them, (Chriſt 
ſaycs) ſhould goe on and take no warning , this you 
find in Mat. 24. 7, 8,9. verſes compared, Aud thi,ſayes 
Chriſt there , ſhall be ateſt1197y unto you. 

Now that ſecond Plalme (whither the Apoftles 
have brought us, and which the Apoſtles in the be- 
vinning of the Goſpel! prayed thus over, againſt 
the Jewes) was by the holy Ghoſt intended againſt 


all Nations and Kingdomes that ſhould in like man- 


ner deal injuriouſly with the Saints, (as the Jews had 
done with Chriſt) to the end of the world, lo making 
this inſtance the pattern and example tothe reſt. In 

EOS... the 
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the next words (it you read on) you find a folemne 
inauguration of Chrift,as King, now, when aſcended 
into heaven, have ſet my King on my holy hill, with 1 
Prociamation & Declaration of GodsDecree,and great 
Deſigne under the New Teſtament , to he cfte&- 
cd and accompliſhed by this his new King fet up, 
I Wirr DEcriarxs the DEcrs . &Cc. ver.7, which 
(as a Preface) refers to all that followes, and is in 
cffe no other then the ſame you have all this while 
heard out of the Old. He gives Chriſt as a boone, 
upon his Inaugurationgall theKingdomsoi the world, 
I will grve thee ((aith he) the Heathen for thine inheri. 
tance, and the utmoſt parts of the earth for thy poſſeſi;on, 
What to doc ? Either to break them , or convert 
them. Then ſhalt bruiſe ther with a rod of iron, and daſh 
them in pieces like apotters veſſell : and this Uriftthe 
Apoſtles well knew , and therefore pertinently urged 
itintheir Praycr to God againſt the Jewes, which 
Prayer of theirs had a concurrent influence into their 
rune. Now as the deſtruction of Fernſalem is made 
by Chriſt the fore-running type of the. end ofthe 
world, {o the deſtruction of rhat Nation for theſe 
{heir dozngs to Chriſt and his Apoſtles and their tol- 
iowers, isan example to all Kingdomes that ſhall 
doe the like afterwards unto tae Saints : for which 
Cariſt hath and will break them alſo. Therefore how 
ends the Pialme? Bs Wisr O Yn Kins, AND 
Insravcred Y s Jupcts OF Ths Earth, &C. 
Thar is in efite&, All ye States and Princes of the 
world,lcarnto know this your Intex $7. Although 
this might be enough in the gencrall, for the whole 
New Teſtament - 


Forere Yetcome we tothe Roman Empire, The Book of the 


Re- 
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Revel.is a Prophefic of the deſtruftion of thatEmpire, 
either as Heatheniſh in the whole, or elſe when Chri- 
ſtian(yct perſecuting then) in both che parts of ir, Eaſt 
and Weſt,'That Book 15 4 7ragy- Comedy, which begins 
with a Kingdome given to be won by conqueſt*, and * revel. 6. 
ends with the Coronation of 4 King, and the marriaze_s en 
of hs Bride : ang all buiween, 1s but the removing ned. Ch 
of all tuch lets and impediments, namely, of the Ro- goes forth « 
manc Monarchie, and all other Kingdoms which char 7%©'"s © 
was broken into ſo far asthey ſtand in his way, and * 
poſſeſie the roo0me Oo! rnat Kingdome which he1sto 
(ct up. That this 1s one main argument of that Book, 
[ reter you to what that great and learned Interpre- 
ter, Maſter Mede, harh largely opened, 

And herein Chriſt, when he firſt began(the whole 
world then worſhipping Idols) had work enough to 
doe. He ſcts firſt upon conquering the whole Romaxe 
Empire, aSit was Heatheniſh, and the worſhipof Satan 
and Idols in it, and inthree hundred yeeres he di(- 
patcheth that, and throwes downe all both do/- 
wrſhip, and Princes,that did uphold it, This the firſt c1,49 < 
fix ſeales doe ſhew. And then when the'whole Z1- 
jre was turned Chriſtian, yet (as one well ſaid) rhe 
devill did not turne Chriſtian : But under the name 
q ud profeflion of Chrift, he ftirreth up the Arrian 
| Chritien world to periecute the oOrthedox Chriſtians 
J* much as Heatheniſh Rome had done, Burt Chrilt 
J'akes farther vengeance for this perſecution under Regt 
JÞoth theſe; Heatheniſh and Arrian Rowe *. The Empire the Saints flair 
Javing been divided afore into two parts; the Eaſtern alan. 
(all which now the Turk poſſefleth} and the Weſterm, NOes Toe | 
J'S in Zurope : He falls firſt upon the Weſt erne European Ecance tar BY 
Pur, breaking that by the incurſion of thoſe barba- P55 3oias 
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rous Nations the Goths and Yaxdalls; and this the 


foure firſt trampets doe ſound forth; Then for the Z4. 
ſtern part ot the Empire , (alchough his revenge Was 
ſlower, yct)he reſerved them'to the foreſt vengeance 
that could befall the Chrift;an world, the conqueſt 
and tyrannie of the Saracers firſt, and afterwards the 
Turks, and thele the fift and ſpxt Trumpets ſucceſiively 
held forth. Thus here is an end of the Roman Mo- 
narchic under the 'Emperours in the whole, and in 
the parts of it. The Weſterne part in Europe, was by 
occaſion of the Goths invaſion, b:oxen into tes King. 
domes,which though helping the vvoman againſt the 
flood of Arrian per{ccution,yet (throught Satans ſedy- 
cing of them) they ſet up the Beaſt , or Antichri/tian 
Rome,and theſcall together didjoyn together to make 
as greata warre azainſt the Saints in the 13. Chapter, 
as the Heathens and Arrians had done: And 1o Chiiſt 
was in a manner as farre oft his Kingdoine as atthe 
firſt. What then is the next great counter-plot of Je- 
ſus Chriſt? Itis to overcome thele tex Kingdomes; 
ſo you find, Revel.17.14. They ſhall (laith he) make | 
war with the Lambe, and the Lambe Suarit Ov zxcomt 
Tnrzx, for hew Lord of Lords, and King of Kings, 4nd | 
they that are with him are called,and choſen, and faithful. 
The world , though turned Chriſtian , yet in a!l the | 
variations of it, goes on ſtill to perſecute the Saints ; | 
For why ? the world wil be the world ſtill, and 
the Devill who is the Prince of the world, is the fame | 
till, and ſo he ſtill followes that trade he had for- ; 
merly pra&iced, the ſame which you read of, Chap. | 
12, Ver, 17,even to make war with the remnant of the 
womans ſeed, which keep the commandements of Goa, and | 


have theteſtimony of Feſus. This is his delignc, and - 
the 
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the world turn never i@ much, and refine as much as 
it will, Satan endeavours {ti}] to forme a party up a- 
mongſt chem, whom he turns againſt the Saints, (or 
ſome of rhe Saints) {or thac is the great intereft of his 
Kingdome, (as thit place ſhews) it 1s more to perſe- 
cute the Saints, then to carry men on to fſinfe, And 
he will be content to tall but upon a few {ometimes, 
rather then be put ont of this his trade. And 
therefore now beſides plain Popery which is prophe- 
cyed of in 1 Tir2.4, toarile in the latter dayes : You 
have in 2 Tim, 3. 1. another Propheſie of a ſort of 
men that ſhall ariſe inthe Lasr Darzs, (Popery is 
Prophecyed of to be in rhe latter dayes) who,ſhall have 
a forme of goalineſſe, and be deſpiſers of them that «xe good: 
Thus the Devil hath carryed on his defign Age atrer 
Age, and Jeſus Chriſt purſues more clolely his great 
defhgne alſo, and will never leave till he hath over- 
come: And He Sxarr Ovrncomr, for He « the 
Kine of Kings, and thoſe that are with him ave called cho- 
ſen and faithfull. And all this (if it were not the ſcope 
of that Booke of the Revelation) yet ſtory would 
make good, Why ſhould I inſtance in more ? you 
know the /zttle lone , Chriſt and his Saints, ſhall dsſþ 
al inj'eces, Dan,2. But cnough. 


You have heard the truth of this point exemplified 
by all theſe inſtances, As for Reaſons of it, the Scrip- 
ture affords 'a farre greater plcnty then of 1zſtances: 
and in many of the inſtances given, you may finde 
Reaſons adjoyned by God himſclte: as here in the 
Text, they are Gods anointed , in that example of E- 
gypts overthrow, Gods fir/t-borne , in that of Babels, 
'twas the vengeance of Gods Temple, and ſo on, The 
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time will give me leave to f{1ngle out but a very few 
of many. The Dodrine was this, That the greateſt in. 
tereſt of all States and Princes, lyes tn their nſage of the 
Saints, to dealeillor well with them, u that whereon their 
miſery or welfare doth depend. 

One reaſon of it iS, (that which ſhould indeed haye 
been my tir{t obſervation out of the Text,v I. They 
neereneſſe and dearnejſe of the Saints ts God. Y 0 1:6 how 
tenderhe is of them, Touch them not. if you would 
underſtand the tendernefle of Gods ieart expreffed 
in that word,parallcl ic with that, He that Touch er 
them, toucheththe Avpis Or Mixes Evs : aic 
have thcexpretiontwice,P/.17.8,and Zech.2.8, 
is nothing more deare then the eye : you would have 
pulled out your eyes , (ayes Pant. : and of the eye, the 
pups, the black of the eye moſt, Whenthe Ammonites 
required of the men of Fabeſh Gilead, that they ſhould 
thruſt our all their right eyes, 1 $47. 11. 2. the, Text 
faith, ver. 6. that when Saul heard or it , the Spirit of 
God came upon him, and his anger was greatly kindled, 
and he went and cut them off, and fcattcred them, 
fo that wot two of them were left together, It Sayl their 
King, a tyrannica!ll King, was thus moved tor this 
offer of aninjury to the eyes of his Subjects, much 
more God tor thoſe, who are to him as his own eye, 
yea asthe apple of it. Or it you will have this Realon 
in an expreMion more neerely akin to the doctrine it 
lelfe, they are dearer to God then Nations fimply confi 
dered :the reaſonis ſtrong, That therefore, the [ate- 
reſt of all Nations muſt needs lyc in theſe Saints. Eſa 
43-34. I gave Egypt fer thy ranſome. Ethiopia and Sths 
for thee, [ince thou waſt prectous is my ſight , thi 
baft Feen hononrable, and 1 have lowed thee , rg 
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will I give men for thee, and people for thy life_. 
Thus he valued them under the Old Teſtament. Bur 
did he give Nations for them then ? they have coſt 
him more ſence, they havecolt him the blood or his 
fonune : He that ſpared not hu owne Sonne, brit delivered 
him up for 15 - how ſhall he not with him ſrecly give 
Art TulnGs ? Rom. $. 32, All things are thcirs 
the world, 3c. becauſe they are Chriſts, Look what rea- 
ſons the Old Teſtament gives of £115 point in hand, 
from rhcir necrencilie ro God, the New Teſtament 
uſeth the lame, They are 72y firſt borne, (aid God tothe 
Kingdome of Fgyps, and theretore 1 will rake away thy 
irſt-borne : Che New Teſtament ſpeaks the taine ; 
they are the Church of the firff-borne, written in heaven, 
Reb.12.23. WasSit the vengeance of the Temple was 
Babels overthrow ? the New Teſtament utters the 
lame, and to the ſame purpole, 1f any man deſtroyes the 
Temple of God, him ſhall Ged deſtroy : Fon Tus Txm- 
218 Or Gop Is Horry, which Temple are Y x,1 Cor. 
. 17. Againe, 1/rael is Holineſſe to the Lord, the firſi 


Y ſuits of his encreaſe, and therefore all that devoure him 


ſull offend, ( offend greatly) and evill ſhall come upon 
them, ſaith the Lord, Fer. 2.3. Thus ſpeaks the Old 
Teſtament, The tame reaſon and expreſſions are gi- 
en you ſee in the New, The Temple of God Is Hor x, 
nd they areche Firs tr Frum Ts of all his creatures, 
jan.1. 18. Theſe are the redeemed from: among men , and 


Wt Fixsr Faults to God an! the Lambe, and there- 
Fore prevaile, Revel, 14. 4 


4A. 4s 
And as becauſe they are thus deare to God, there- 


Ore If they be dealt ill withall, it is thecaufe of the 
We ofa Nation: ſo on the contrary likewiſe, it a 
\tion deale well with them, it is a cauſe of his bleſ- 
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ſing upon them; Yea he coth give Nailonsand States 
their being for their lakes, They are ableſins inthe 
midſt of the land, Eſay 19. 24. Info much as God 
ſpareth the ?ree for a {mall bunch of grapes,{{o he com. | 
pareth his people in reipeR of the reſt of a Nation) | 
Deſtroy it mot, for there  ableſuing in it, ſay 65.8.0: | 
rather a5 the fame Fſay, they are tothe whole Lree, 
(the Mationthey live 1n} what the pit/, the heart, the 
{ubſtance is. As an oke whoſe ſubſtince w tn them when the 
caft their leaves, ſo the Hoy Sx ub (the Saints) ſhall 
be the SULzsrance Or Tr, Efay6.ult. Thatpre. 
terves life in a Natioa, when the branches of it 
are hewne , Or it £4} its leaves, Theie things aig 
ſpoken in relation to cheir being the cauſe of the pre- 
{ervation of a nation in both theſe places, Saints that 
arezs ſtrangers to a Nation , and oncly make it their 
refuge, yet their preſence 15 in {uch a calc 2 treferya- 
tionto them, Moab , ({ayes God) Let wine 0ut-cafis 
dwell with thee, and be thou a cover; to them FE{iy 16.4, 
And wer. 5. And in mercy ſhall the throne be eftavliſhes. 
But much more Nart1v x Saints DIOCULE T1415 
bleſing , their reiation being nearer and dearer ; | 
Of Sen it ſhall bt {aid, This and hat mizn was BOrNwW | 
her , And what foilowes ? The higheſt himelfe ſhall | 


effabliſh her, Pſal, 87. 3. 
Secondly, another realon 15 taken from rhe grelt | 
interc{t che Suints bavein God the Governour, and 
the priviiedge which themſelves have vouchlated | 
them by God, if ruling and SOverning Tis worls, 
and the providences of God therein. They are Pri%)1 
Connſellers to the great King of Kings, who goverls| 
all the States and Kingdomes in the world ; and God 
Coth give theſe his Saints a Commiſsion to ſet up _ 
, © 4h | Pp 


il 


n— eo 8g. 9... . R82D A Aa 


Soogmms Snot, nm, 


before the e Commons Houſe of Parllament. 


—_ kt. _——_— OT TIES 0 


Teſts ment [PEAKS in a nigh language, in Oy IP 


f 11.{] mzght haye quozediicb; Ore, KOF i COMES IN as 
'S the realo!! : f Gods ſerting ; ſ Cyr | ror bs 5 pop! 'os 
\ | ſake) pprke peof thing {0 Come concerning g my ſonnes , TE 
v (ONCEr mT ihe vv OR K Ok Niy HANDS (Comm aNnD 
6 Ls ME. Wt ) ipcaks tins? Incy Or Þ & 2%: &g 
Ic Thws SALTM the Lord, the hely #+, 1 0; ' thr all , und bs 
t Maker, It would have bt. f) viaty hemic fo; IV USTO USYC 
W ſaid It, but tnat ne! rd fiery: ico Diitr 1a ſad ir, 
». | 2nd given then this Foe ArP ra: , Concerning the wok 
ir | of 79 Hands comme rd ye PE. And \ vouch makes it'che 


; 
. more odſervabie, Defore he « GOTH tt 1215 D126 e Ment. 
«. | oned confer this honour a nl Pn ledge Upon tht 
ar {| hefirſt (as on: Puirp C) minas them of that ;nflns 
ir | ciftan ceand Cliproportion berwixe himiels andthe Mm, 
. | {{oto pur the more wonder upon it) hetells them , 

fi; } 5#749,10. that they were but the clay, he the Potter , 

4, | at could not (therefore of 74 ht) ſay ſo much unto: 
ed, | Pim avout his matters, as Why madeſt thon ne Hh ? 
hi- | Yetbehold "chit mans paw Maker, give you leave 
r , | ©9dilpole by YOUr prayers tae creat works of my 4; ds, 

jy Þ #iich concerne my children. , my ſonnes, ©) the atair eS 


al] I 0 Kingdoms, even {o farasthey rclatet 60 their E304, 

| And he ſpeaks it upon this oCcation, that hed 
eat | lakes he had raiſed up Cyrus , and pulled Is wne the 
and | Babylonian Mone :chy,becaule they by their prayers 


fed I had ughr this, They are ſaid ellewhere to decrees g 
rid, Jihing, io Fob, and to bring it to paſſe, and God is fad to 
; fulfil thei + counſels. Andchis intereſt Rey” nave cition 
tor g00d or eviil to the nations they live in. Fight. 
for evil, Thus Revel,11.6. the two Viene(ſes have ps 
"er to (awite the earth with plagues as oft 2s they will : Aud 


3 


pull down! v3 theiry prayers and intercefſions, T he Old 


2; 
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Reaſon. | 


' 


if any man W1r: hart them, in Tuis Manner hes 
ſhall be killed, that is, with the higheſt and fore 
Vet :Dgcance , and God avenzeth them ſpeedily N Late; 
0 And {o for beſcinz, The 1n0cent delivers I 
1ſlans through the prureneſſe of hi hands Job 22. 30, Thy 
OILC righteous Lot was (iortie preient) the caulc of 
the reicue of the Sodomites, the wickedeſt people 
it the world, ang atcerwards ordained to the grey. 
I dgement. | od 
A third reafo 1, {5, the INTEREST Of  Teſus Chriſt 
himſelic. And ro ſhew that he 1s King, even King 
of Kings, and hath a Kingdom ordained to him and. 
his Saints, ſupreame to all theirs. inthe meane while, 
his de fien and practice 15,and hath been, to break all 
Kingdoms that CO oppole him,or oppretſ his Saints, 
This reaſon I m ight enlarge our of Darieb, The God of 
heaven ſhall ſet up a Kingdome which ſhall break in pieces 
and con[ume all theſe Kinzdomes but it ſhall ſtandfor ever, 
Ch4.2.44.49nd Chap.7. but I ſhall infift (inthis i ;cadof | 
Reaſons) onely upon thar eminent title of Chrilts, 
(which holds forth this his InrzrxtsT)thartheisen- 
titied King Or Saints, Rev.15. 3. Waich title 1 
there given him, as in relation to the {crting up Nis 
Worſhip, lo to the overthrowins and overcomming | 
the Natons tha” doe oppoc his Saints, and this by 
the ſeven Y7alls which their prayers have filled. And: 
trhat time: (it is likewife there [:jd) he doth marvel: 
low works, being King of Saints. In the Old Teſtamem | 
he is called the King of Nations, (rhough he was King | 
of Saimts 4110 then) io er. LO. and | he gave dGemon- ? 
ſtration of it to purpole, by ſetting up that one Natt- | 
on of the Jews , which he had cholenof all nations, | 
that 74at one nation ſhould ruine all the nations _ 
ay out 
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abour them : tor he was peculizrly their Xzyz,andrhe 
King of all thoſc other nations allo, But now he hath 
{cattered his Saints in and through all nations, (Thou 
haſt redeemed us out of all Nations, that is the language 
ot the New Teſtament) he 15 therefore therein called 
King of Saints : he carrying on the ſame deligne by 
thote Saints, which he did vctore, and 1s as able to 
make it good,he being no I-fie King of Nations (till,or 
Lord Almighty, (as you have it in that fore-citcd 
place.) And he being thus peculiarly thety King, 1s 
intereſt is ro maintaine, defend, and take part with 
them againſt all thoſe that doe maligne them, as he 
did the nation of the Jews. Iris his title, and his moſt 
royall title, and the greateſt title, that he 15 King of 
Saints; he preterreth it to his title of being King of 
Nations , that yanifheth, and is not mentioned in com- 
pariſon, This therefore an{werably muſt be his grea- 
teſt intereſt which of all other he now purſueth. And 
theretore it all thoſe Nations in which his Saints 
are, doenot bow to it, and comply with it, he will 


ſhew himſelte that he 1s King of Saints, and of Nat- 


ons alſo, by ruining of them. As the greateſt intereſt 
of the Devils Kingdome is to perſecute thoſe that keep 
the commandements of Feſws,10 1: 1s the greateſt intereſt 
of the Kingdome of Jeſus Chriſt to preſerve his 
Saints , and to confound thote that injure them, tor 
he is the King of Saints, And turther,in the Old Teſta- 
ment , when this his Kingdome was farther off, and 
longer to come, and yet you have {cence how ſtrongly 
he drove on this defigne then; but inthe New Te- 
fament he is aſcended,and perſonally as Man inveſted 
Into it : We ſee Feſwus crowned with glory and honour , 
(laith the Apoſtle, Heb, 2. whoſe faith was as reall in 
G 3 this 
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Nis as Our fight can be e) and he Srrs thereExyncr. 
18G, as thinking the me long, #4 all hs enervies are 
ſubdued, Heb. 19.13. Which the lame Apoſtle elſc- 
where intcrpreteth, (end therein ſpeaks home to the 
point 1n handy the putting downe al rule aud dominien 
that are oppoſite to his Saints 3-:2-C; 15 14;25; 
verſes compared, And accordingly in all thole 
Pſalmes , where ever his a{cenhon and inveſtiture 
into his Kt ingdome at Gods rignt h and 5 propinecy- 
cd of , therethe ruine or conyerfton oi Kings and 
Kingdomes are allo ſpoken and propizcyed of, 
Reade Pſalm.2. Pſalm.68, Pſal.i10. And let me ade 
this to all, That as the ſhorter 5ime Satan hath, the 
more is his race; {o the ſhorter time Corift hath 
and the nearer he is to the poſtc fon of his Kan 
dome, the more is his zcale for his Saints, anc. in. 
12tion againſt his enemics. His heart is ſer upon it , 
and the more eager doth his deſire become every 
day to attaine his long cxpeed pi dome, and to 
throw downe all that oppoſe it TNETETLOTE 17 13 
that we ſee in this latter age, IT hath made ſuch 
changes inthe world, We have ſcen him doe that 
ina few yeeres, that he hath not done in an hundred 
yeeres before for he being King of Nations, and Xing 
of Saints,he purſues his intereſt; and being more ncerc 
his Kingdame, he takes it with violence. We are now 
within the- whirle of it, therefore his motions are 
rapt, Hence therefore all States and Kingdoms had 
need now (of all times clic) #9 be inftraited ; and 
accordingly comply with this iwrereſ# of Chriſt, ic1s 
more eſpeciilly now then cver their greateſt intereſt. 
It its weltio 2X u5, that Jeſus Chrift | he is our King, 
who is the Ring of Kines, and King of Saints - 1. 
yW1th- 
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withall that he 1s ſo neere the enjoyment of his 
Kingdorine, 
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APPLICATION. 


{ Shall come nowto a word of Application, which 
? I ſhall diſpatch exceeding briefly, in thoſe fore-re- 
hearted inftances I have carryed you over, and given 
you a proſpect of all Kingdomes throughout the 
ſtory 0; the Bible, and at laſt I brought you, and 
ſect you downe, and leit you in the tines of theſe 
Teyne Kingdomes of Europe, of wiich the holy 
Ghoſt hath prophecyed , Revelss. 17. 14. Theſe 
({aith he ) [hell make war with the Lambe, and the ELambe 


ſhall overcome them, {ox he & Lord of Hoſts , and King of 


Kings, andthey that are with him, are called, and choſen, 
and faithfull. And it is certaine, we are in the laſt 
Limes of theſe kingdaoms,and weall here livein one of 
hem. Bur a word of Encouragement and Direttion tO 
tnoile Of this kingdome. 


You have heard in thoſe words I jaft read, the 
orcateſt ſecurity that any kingdoms can heave intheie 


umes : for firſt, in the generall,this Tex: holds forth 
plainly, that Jeſus Chriſt by vertue of his being King 


| of Kings, and being King of Saints, (2s you heard even 


now) he will overcome, and ſubdue thele kingdomes 
to himſelfe, and yet (for our encouragement) not ſo 
as to deſtroy them z why 2 Becauſe theſe kingdoms, 
as fuch, ſhall deftray the whore : and therefore ſhall 
not be evercome by way of deſolation, but by way of a 
more happy conqueſt of Reformation and Converfion : 
Thus theTezt ſeems clecrly to ſpcal for rhe ten my 
(whic 


Applic 
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( which are theſe ten kingdomes) ſhall hate the whore, 
and make her deſolate, and burne her with fire, ver,16. As 
I have theretore thought this Text to be a barre to 
the projeRed Spaniſh Monarchy, over them, even then 
when it was 1n the greateil height, and in moſt pro: 
bability to have carryed it, fo. the greateſt fecurt- 
ty tor continuance and prefervation of thele King- 
domes, becauſe they muſt remaine tenne K,nes , 
or {upreame States and kingdomes , until! the 
whore is burn, for they muſt deſtroy her. And 
firſt, for their number, Tex- tis true, they: have in- 
deed been more, yet never fewer, ſince the brea- 


king of the, Romane Empire, And when it is {aid | 


ten K1nG s, it is not neceſſarily to be underſtood 


there ſhould be fo many Monarchs alwayes, {in a 


ſtrict ſenſe as we ule the phraſe) for in the language 
of this Book, Kings 1s put for Swpreame States. Thus 
Rome is ſaid to have had ſeven Kings, and yet five 
of thoſe Governments were not Monarchicall, Theſe 
kingdomes may fall one-upon another, there may 
be civill broyles, and diviſions , and diſtraQtions, 
and thereby they may be ſorely puniſht as wee 
have beene, for. dealing ill with the Saints. Like- 
wiſe two may be joyncd into one, and one may 
be broken into two, ſo they have varicd in ſeveral! 
times and ages, yet ſtill they have ſtood, and art the 
leaſt the number of Tex hath beene kept up: and 
though they have made warre againſt the Lambe, and 


have beenpuniſht for ſodoing, yet the Lambe ſhall | 


overcome them another way then by deſtroying 


them., even by winning ground upon them : fo as 
where you ſee Jeſus Chriſt hath took footing in any | 
one of theſe kingdomes by ſuch a way of conquelt 


_ (as 
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(a5 in ours he hath done a ſecond time for double {c- 


curity) ſtand thzt Kingdome ſhall till you ſee RomeL: 


downe. 

Now the next thing I defire you to take notice of 
inthe words, is, the Reaſon why that Chriit will thus 
overcome them, and preſerve them. For (layes 
ſayes the holy Ghoſt) thoſe that are with him, {name- 
ly,in theſe ten kingdomes , ani io mc<rabers rhere- 
ot) are callea, and faithfnl!, ana choſen, "Theretore it 
$that the Lambe ſhall work theſe kingdomes abour, 
and win ground upon em, and ſhall caule them at 
kngth to hate the waore, and therefore they ſhall 
ſtand till rhe whore be ruined,and how long atrer, he 
onely knowes that hatiy ſer them up. 

It hath been one great outward evidence to my 
faich, of the truth ofthe New Teſtament, that what 
was in this particular foretold in this Book fo di- 
tin&tly ſhould ſo come to paſl> as we ſee it hath done. 
When Fohn wrote this Propheſie, there were none 
of all theſe kingdomes let up, the Empire was not 


{ broken; You fee the Empire hath-been broken into 
I tele kingdomes, and they have given their power to 
{ the beaſt: and we know how rooted the power of the 
J i:2f once was in all theſe Kinzdomes,foas, who could 
| ke war with the beaſt ? yet we nave likewite (ecne 
J'b: Lamb hath overcome many of them,eſpecially rheſe 
J\rtheru Kingdomes, where he hath ſet up his Tem- 
Ji. He hath overcome them, and he wins ground 
J'pon us every day, and works us up ave atter age 
$® 2 farther Reformation, ro more light and holt- 
File, and ſo he will doe till he harh perfe&ly over- 


ome every Popiſh principle out of chem. Wee 
ke all this done , we ſee likewiſe all theſe King- 
> domes 


| 
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beleve this ſhali be fulfilled roo,that theſe kingdoms 


Lambe, are faithfwll , called, and choſen, Hee puts 


domes ſtand, and not ſubdued to any one Ciyill 
Monarchie over them all : We ſce Rome pro. 
pheſied of in this Book *, yet ſtanding and polle: 
ling ſome of theſe kingdomes, We ſee likewile mul. 
titudes of farthfull called and choſen, whom God hath 
raiſed up in theſe kingdumes to oppole the Whorey, 
All-theſe chings we have ſeen fulfiiled, therctore ] 


ſhall ſtill continue, where God hath faithful, called, 
and choſen,and that they ſhall be rhe ruine ofthe whore 
inthe end. Having ſcen and belceved to far,we may 
very well truſt him tor the reſt, This for the gene- 
rall. | 
More particularly , to you of this Kingdome wee | 
livein : It you would yet know and be confirmed in 
what is your greateſt z»tereſt, this Text ſpeaks more 
punRually tothe point, and it hoJds forth by way of | 
Prophefie thus much to you, that your intereſt lyes 
(as you are one of theſe ten Kingdomes) in what 1 
have hitheito told you, even in Your faithful, 
called, and choſen, And let me {pcak this tor your pe- I | 
culiar encouragement farther : That look as where | | 
God doth give a command with a reaſon , upon | | 
whom the reaſon falls moſt ſtrongly , there is the | | 
| 1 


greateſt obligation; ſo where God gives a promile, | 
and gives it with a reaſon, where moſt of the reaſon | 
1s found truc , there certainly the promiſe will take Þ | 
place moſt inthe filfilling of ic. Now uponwhat hath Þ | 
hee put the ſtanding of theie kingdomes , and thelr Þ d 
being thus overcome by the Lambe , and that they ſhall I { 
hate the whore , ſo «s to deſtroy her inthe end ? It ly: | 
th you fee in this , that they that are with th& 


the 
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the very reaſon of it upon this, The Lambe ſhall ever - 
rome them, For {{aith he) they that are with him, arc 
culled, and choſen, and faithfull, Now look upon this 
Iſle in which we live, and it is the richeſt Ship, thar 
hath the moſt of che precious jewels of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt in it, and the greateſt treaſure, 
of any kingdome in the world, I had well-njgh {aid, 


_ asall the world beſides, Now where there are moſt 


of called, choſen,and faithfull,certainly there (rowards 
thetime of Romes ruine) the Promite will take the 
moſt efte&t., Here then lyes your InTzr&sr, You 
have it not onely confirmed from the genera!l trurh 
of that great point I have all this while been giving 
demon(trations of, but further you have it con- 
firmed by a more ſpeciall charter of promiſe and 
prophefie ( which you may well beleeve , having 
ſeen ſo much of it fulfilled) granted forth to theſe 
kingdoms long before their erection. And as for 
this Kingdome , give mee leave, upon this ſo juſt 
and ſolemne an occaſion, to take the boldnefle to ut- 
terthis in the ſame expreſſion which now well-nigh 
twenty yeeres agoe I uſed in publique , That if we 
had ſtood at Gods elbow when he bounded out the Na- 
tions, and appointed the times and ſeaſons that men 


| ſhould live in, (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) we ihould nor. | 
| have known (unlefle when Chriſt himſelfe was alive, 


and the Apoſtles, in thoſe Primitive times, unlefle 
In 7#4ea it {elfe, where all theApoſtles were together) 

n what age, or in what place, in what nat!on or king- 
dome we would have choſen to bave lived in, in re- 
pe of the enjoyment of the Goſpel, and the com- 


I nunion of Saints,more then in this kingdome wiere- 
Ji vwelive, Other Churches they have had the glory 


H 2 | of 


52 


Direltios, 


— 


of Retormation, and have had the honour in the fir 


ace of Reformation, but we though in rhar reſpe&t 
have been like to bleare-ey'd Leah,yer have fince beene 
abundantly the more fruittull' ot Saints, fairhſull, cal. 
led,and cyoſen. This 1s theretore ourgreat tecurity,and 
itis the more ſpeciall intereſt of this Kingdome in 
which we live, the Magna Charta of it. 


And therefore that, which I ſhall make fur- 
ther bold with your leave and patience is but 
onely this, to adde a word of Exhortation and Dj- 
recfion to Malntalxng Turis InNTerEsrT, 
and to preſerve it, Tothis cno, confider,it is not fim- 

ly having Saints, and multicudes of Saints, called, 
faithfull, and choſen , but it is the uſing them kindl, 
and dealing well with them, that is the intereſt ofa 
Nation, Fea it (clic had the beſt of Saints, it had 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and multitudes of others alſo 
in that Countrey,(which were afterwards diſperſt in- 
to all Natzens) yer though tlicy had theſe multitudes, 
becauſe they dealt unkindly with them, it was their 
ruine, and Gou provideda fatety tor thoſe his Saints, 
by dilperſing them into all Nations, through their 
perſecution 0f them, 

That worthy Dake of Rohan,that writ that Book of 
the Civirr InterEsr Oe Tr nm STarzes OF 
EukrOrye, inns Prefaceto ir, ſayes, That according 
as the proper Int xt sT of each hath been well or ill fol- 
lowed , it hath cauſed the r1ine of ſome, the greatneſſe of 0- 
theirs. That which that worthy Duke thus ſpeaketh 


of the Civill Tntereſ?, give me leave, from all the | 
grounds forementioned, to preſſe upon you concert- } 


ing that which is yourgreateſt intereſt; an ay 
mo 


before the Commons Houſe of Parliament. 


moſt divine, moſt general], and tundamentall, The 
Saints of England are th” Intereſt of England; look to, 
and keep tO this YOU1 uccreſt, Name:y, MAIBHIACDS, | 
and preſervetae Samts among you , and make provi- 
fion tor them , as you would preterye the King- 
dome. When afterwards the {ame Author partt- 
cularly comes to ſpeak of the proper intereſt of Eng- 
land, he hath a ſaying, (and tie ſeems to [peakitas it 
xt had becn an Aphoriſme ofthe late Queens ) thar 
England is a mighty Auimal, which can never dje except 
it kill it ſelfe-, 1o follow his Maxime in that 
allo, wee may apply it to this intereſt in hand, 
There is a mighty body, and company ot Saints 
in this Kingdome, Now it they could all be united 
inone,and their divitions and animoſitics allayed, and 
all reconciled and made one, I am confident we need 
not fearc it all rne Nations of the world were gathe- 
redtogether round about us. But zf ye bite and devoure 
one another, take heed ye be not conſumed oneof another. Tr 
is a State Maxime as well as a Church rule, there is 
nothing elſc can deſtroy us. 

-« Itany man think I 2ma pleading for a liberty of 
1] opinions, of what nature and how groſle ſoever, I 
lumbly defire them ro remember thar I onely plead 
tor Saints, and I anſwer plainly, The Saints they need it 
wt, The Apoſtle te!s us that there are damnable here- 
ſes, lo 2 Pet.2. 1,2, and they will ſoone unſaint men ; 
cre are errors that are capital, not holding the head,{0 
Col,2, Do but Ciſtinguiſhthele from others, & ler this 
beone foundation laid for this union. And when I 
lay $4:2ts, I mean no one party of men: Noe we not 
know thac the new creature is found in circumciſion and 
IN #777rcumct{ion , and as eminent 1n the one as in the 
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other? and it were the higheſt ſacriledge in the world 
to ingroſle that title of Sarxts and the godly party to any 
one. CharaRters of Saints I need nor give you, it hath 
been the main ſubject of the preaching inthis King- 


\ dome for thele forty yeeres and upwards.to deſcribe 


them to you, and diſtinguiſh men trom men, 
As there are multitudes of faithfnll, called, and che- 
{ex ones inthis Kingdome, fo you, Honourable and 


worthy Senatours, are the called, and choſen, our of all 


theſe, to this great work,and have obtained mercy from 
our God, to be.in a great meaſure faithfull, Confider 
the truſt God hath committed to you. You have the 
richeſt treaſury that I know God hath above ground 
elſewhere on carth. Tur Sarnvs O r Ene&raxmp 
Ars Tus Ixrexetsr Os ExGrand. Write this 
upon your walls, to have it in your eye in all your 
conſultations , never to ſwerve trom it tor any other 
intereſt whatſoever. 

And have refpe& to the Saints, and tothe whole 
lump of them, if you will maintaine your intereſt 
whole and intire : have regard to the Saints Swai. 
and Gxzar. You ſhall often finde that expreifion, 
as in Revel. 11.18. When the Kinedomes of the world be- 
came the Kinedomes of Chriſt, and Revel. 19, when the 
whore is judged, uer.2.\t is faid,that allthe Saints Swal 
and Gr ar rejoyced. ver.5.7, Whatyow doth Davis 
make when he ſhould obrai:.e the Kingdome ? Mine 
eyes ſhall be upon Tun FalrnreuLL Or Tus 
Lanv, that they may dwell with me, Let yours be 10. 

You are the ſhields of the earth, under God, and 
for his Saints: asin Pſal.a7. The ſhield ſhould detend 
the whole body, and all the parts and inembers of it. 


You are covering Cheribzms unto the Arke of Gon | 
( 0 
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({0 the Prince of Tyre is called, FJech.28.16,)ſtretch 
your wings from one cnd oi the holy of holes to the 
other, ſo as to cover all. You are the nailes of the 
Temple, and forthe vellels thereof, as Eliatim, Iſa, 
22. 24.15 called a zaile, on which Arr the weſſels 


ſhould be hung, and by whom alike ſupported, the 


veſſels of SMU4 1.1. quantity, as well as great, fromthe 
veſſels of cups even to all the veſſels of flagons, lo the 
Prophet there ſpeaks, comparing the people of God 
tothe veſſels of the Sanctuary, and ſmall weak Saints 
tothe veſſels of ſmaller quantity , and the ffronger to 
the greater ? and Eliakim to a nayle , and a like ſup- 
port to all, Shebna his Predeccilour had been an 


oppreflor of the Saints, and therefare God ayes of 


him, that he ſhould be driven from ht ſtation , and cut 
or ſawn off from the wall, ſo as the wall ſhould ſtand: 
and he would put E/;akim in his roome, and hang all 
the Saints upon him. You are Moraecatr's , and it is ſaid 
of him in Heſt.10.3. that He was accepted of the multi- 


tude of his brethren, ſeeking the wealth of his people, and 


ſpeaking peaceto Arr hi ſeed, Youare likewile called 
Shepherds ; now the Shepherds are to take care of all 
the ſheep. Oh ſce that all the ſheepbe folded,and have 
paſtures to lic downin : not only a ſtaffe and a rod, but 
folds e paſtures for them:take care not of the ſtrong on- 
ly,bur ofthe ſick and the diſeaſed,io the expreſſion is, 
Fek.34.21.thoſe that are fick and diſeaſed, that mer 


did puſh with their hornes till they were ſcattered abroad, 


not onely reduce them from their ſcatterings in a darke 


J 4 acloudy day, as EFek.24. 13, 14. but feed them in 4 
J gd fold, and judge betwixt them,and thoſe that would puſh 
I em. You arc Fathers, and you ſhould ſec proviſion 


made for all the children ; and though they through 
bh TEES Way- 
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way wardnefie will not cate rogether, yet let them 
not ſtarve. 
And to conclude,let me uſe your own word to you, 
Uxirz, or (it you will,the Apoſtles) Reconcile all the 
Saints in this Kingdome together. Providence hach 
diipoſcd it fo, that they doc and will differ in judge- 
ment, The Apoſtles, who were Oracles infallible, 
could not in their times wholly prevent it. And dit- 
tering thus 1h jJuogeinent, they will hardly ever of 
themiclves agree, Burt it iS your work, and will be 
your honour, to make them and to cauſe them fo ro 
doe, and to finde out wayes whereby this may be 
done, notwithſtanding theſe their differences. Thus 
MES anne La on Conſtantine dealt as a Recon- 
Euſcbium in vie Conftantin!, lib. g.c.ryg. 1. ke 

conſilio tnterjuit, xeconciliavit fog 048 difite Cllet amongft hiSD#/vimes,and 

nt, ad conrordram perſuaſit : £05 4:6 paw He did it with ſucceſle. Ir is 

oliver ſexo: farm, rig; of all works the happycR and 
verit, & tum hanc giaſ! SECUN DAM moſt glorious , for it was Je- 

FORIAM ratw, 63nixey goprar, Felwn {15 Chriſt his eminent work. 

mphate celcuravit. Woitak.con:r.3.quait.4. : 

b:.. Eph, 2.14. He is our Pract, 
who hath made both one, and hath broken downe the parti- 
tion wall between us, having aboliſht in his fleſhthe enmity: 
and a greater enmity was bertwixt Jews and Gentiles, 
then among us. He did it by his blood ; doe you min- 
ole his blood with faith, and mingle therewith but 
the Rules given by the Apoſtles, by which they ct- 
fected this, as in Rom. 14, when one beleeved that he 
might eate all things, another that was weake durſt not, 
bur cate hearbs, wver.2. Let not him that eateth, {aycs ne 
in this caſe, deſpiſe him that eateth not ;, and let not him 
that eateth not, judge him that eateth. And wer. 14, Let 
765 n0t judge one another any more, Certainly this rule , 
wi:h ſuch others, reauced to practice, as are un in 

| tne 
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their writings , would heale all. I ſhall not ſtand 
to diſpute that place now, I ſhall onely upon 
occaſion thereof, acquaint you with an Obſcrvati- 
on, whichto me was ſtrange (having confidered for- 
mer proceedings) when I firſt found it. In the late 
Book of Canons that were made juſt afore this Parlia- 
ment, and ſtirs began, when the Biſhops would have 
brought in bowing towards the Communion Table, 
(the Alter, as it was calied) after many ſpecious co- 
lours pretaced thereto, they cloſe all with this, 7» 
the practice or omiſc10n of this Rite , we deſire that the- 
Ruts Or Curaniry preſcribed by Thus Aro- 
511.6 714y be obſerved,which is, That they which uſe this 
Rite, Ds5se1st Nor them who uſe it not. that they who 
we rt not,COnDsmNE Mor theſe that uſe 1t.Could they 
not have faid ſo ſooner © The obſerving this very rule 
about thoſe other things urged by them, had ended 


J illche quarrels, prevented all the oppreſſions of ten- 


der con{ciences, that were during all their dayes; 


t had ſaved and prevented the filencing of how ma- 
ny faithfull Miniſters by them ! Bur God, (who 


1 vho atore he puniſheth, uſually takes evidence, or at 
_ aſt layes a ground of their conviction whom he pu» 

nſheth) when he had once drawne this out from 
Jim, (though they did it for an end to facilitate the 


nrodudtion of that which was a novelty) yet thenex 


$ "'e tuo, out of their owne monthes he condemnes them, 


ind [tayes not a moment from the execution, Bur 


J'om that time and word uttered by them and pub- 
J'bed to the world, began their ruine, it haſtned, and 


lſtned inſtantly, 
lam confident of it, that Chriſt that Kine of Saints 
a 1s in heaven, he willnor reſt till ſuch time as oy 
; TS hat] 


A... Mn 
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hath made us one, if not in judgement, yet in fybea- 
rance ; and that if we will not take warning, and will 
not agree it, that either Antichriſt, or Feſws Chriſt 
himſelte will come in upon us, and we ſhall be made 
to doc it one way or other, 

But if this great deſigne of reconciling all the 
Saints could be brought to a full iſſue and perteRj- 
on: and if this your Intereſt, (4regard had to all the 
Saints in this Kingdome , which to me upon all the 
2rounds fore-mentioned is the greateſt Intereſt of 
this Kingdome)be tollewed and maintained, Iwould 
not feare, though (as the Prophet Zachary faith of Fe- 
ruſalem, Chap.3.ver.3.) all the people of the earth were 
gathered together againſt us. We tearc torraigne For- 
ces; ccrtainly ler us keep to our owne proper Inte- 
reſt, and then it all the Nations of the world were ga- 
chered together againſt us,I beleeve they would have 
the hardeſt pull of this Nation that ever was ofany: | 
Taz Loxp Is Hzxn, (as the Prophet ſpeaks, EJek, 
35-10.) or (let me exprefle it in thoſe {imilitudes Z4- 
charythere uſeth) if they ſhouid come, and thinkto | 
deyoure us, they will find this Kingdome to be a cup 
of poyſon to them, vey.2. ({o tis in your margents, but 
we reade it, «cup of rrembling) which they muſt not. 
onely vomit up 2gainc , bur will be their death and 
deftruction : they will finde it to be a burthenſomeL | 
floneas ver.z, which while they goe about to ovel- | 
rurne, or ſtirre, or meddle withal}, it ſhall fall back J 
upon them, and cut them to pieces, 71 will make Ferv- | 
ſalem a burthenſome flone for all people ,, all that burthn| 
themſelves with it ſhall be cut in picces, though all the pti-| 
ple of the earth be gathered oped oh againſt is. And yu 


that are the Goynxnors Or Juvany(as at the 6.900 


' | ſhal be 6 ar harthof fire among thewood,and atorch of fire 
| in 4 ſheafe ; and all that oppoie you and riſe up againſt 
you ſhall be burtas ſo mafiy ſfrawes, Take a ſtack of 
ſtraw, great for bulk and number, and lay it upona 
few coales of fire upon an hearth, and what will be- 
come of them all ? though they cover the fire a 
while,yet they will ſoone be conſumed and burnt up. 
Read the 6.wver.T will make ({aith God) Tur Gov xx- 
a x0rs of Fudah like a harth of fire among the word, and 
£ | likeatorch of firein a ſheafe, and they ſhall dewogre all the 
1 | prople round about , 6n the right hand and on the left. 

. ' I ſhall onely end with what is further ſpoken there 
+ | ofthele Governours of F#da/ inthe 5. werſe, (which 
isthe ſumme of what Lhave ſaid) Tuz Gov xxnoxs 
, | Or Fudah Syair Say In TrHztk Hxarrs,, (as 
, | comforting themſelves thereby ) The inhabitants of 
eo | Fernſalem ſhall be my STxzzxGTH, #n the Lord of Hoſts 
\. | Tzzix Go». And ſo ſay you , the Sajnss of this our 
7 erw{alem are our greateſt InrzrxzsrT and ſecurit 
4. | throughthe Lord of Hoſts, his being our God + And let 
ro | bis /ay'”g be ever in your hearts, to emcourace and 
up tO gude yOu. 


— 


ut 

7 F 1K: 4:8; 

nd vga We: 
_— Die Mercurii 25. Feb. 1645. 

a[- | KR dered by the Commons aſſembled in Parliament, That Sir Robert Har- 


'S ley and Maſter Purefoy dee from this Houſe grve Thanks to Maſter 
C Thomas Goodwin for tbe great paines he took in the Sermon be preached 
Yi | thi day at the intreaty of this H ouſe at $.Margarets Weſtminſter, (it being 
hen the day of Publique H umiliation) And to deſire him to print hys Sermon. And 
it 15 Ordered,that none ſhall print bu Sermon without {licenſe under bu band 
wilting, | 


H. Elſynge Cler, Parl. Dom, Com. 


I doe appoixt Robert DawIman Zo print this Sermon, 


Tho:Goodwin, 


